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The penal system differentially reaps ite inmates
from the vbiguitous and wmostly trivial delinquency and
criminality revorted from the comnunity. In this

selective process intrude such factors as patterns of

pelice aotivity, court attitudes and changing definitions
\3 % h D

of erime determining which individual is sentenced to
Prison,

whilst there are various classifications of nen in

rison two contrasting proupg stand out. There is a clas
! o I

of men who o persistently offend that detection is
inevitable, who are repeatedly convicted and who return

oy

to prisen on many occasions. By contrast there are

inmates who experience one imprisonment and never return.

1t is bypothesized that the recidivists and fivrst
Cime prisonere would differ numerically on demographic,
criminel, delinquent, psychictric and scciolopical
criteria.  surther these characterisbics for each group
of prisoners mipht show a patterning of relationships

which would further differentiate the proups and point

to aetiological processes.

PATERT AL AND FUTHOL.,
A group of recidivists was gought from priscners

serving sentences nt the Yisdon irison, Toswueniats®
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only prizon. iFrom the aversie of 260 nale inmetes at
disdon ivison during the period of study (Larch-tay, 1978)
40% were clussified ss recidivist. . rgcidivist was
defined as 2 prisoner who had served at least three or
more prison gentences. earching the prison files in
strict alphabetical order the first sixty recidivists
were chosen for the present study.

The fivet time prisoners were also chosen from the
prison files. rach ex-prisoner who had served only one
Csentence at hisdon in 1972 ov esrlier and hed not returned
by weptember, 1978 waé elipible for inclusion in the
present study. Uhis meant that at lesst six years had
passed for the ex~prisoner to return which experience
had taupht was an unlikely event. ‘[his sﬁmple of first
time prisoncrs was selected in strict alphabetical order
from about 4,000 prison files.

alter euch individual had been selecte ed, information
wae gought from the personsl prison file; classification
sud criminal record sheets; reports of prison, welfare
and education officers (including .aven's Patrices tests ),

R

reports by poychiatrists, psychologists and probation
offlicers.

fhe information available included basic demograply,
criwminal, delinqouent and psychiatric dats not enly for
the 120 subjects of the study but Lor other members of
thele Fapilien,

ienificunce tests including chi equared and confidence

“ laswania is the island otote of australia with
JOpulktlun Ala 000 (June, 1978) !
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intervals for mean differcnces were applied to the
tabulated data,

Yhe followivgy varisbles were studied:

Pemographic:
Le Age
e Marital status
%. oducatlon
4, Cecupation
size

Yo Farental family

Go rrisoner's own family

Ooiminad wnd Lelinquent History:

7o ypes of offences
Froperty
notor Vehicle

e

L

o  nverape number of court APPEBLanNCcos
Childrents

sdultst
Y. Children's welfare home adniscions
10« owverare number of charpes
1le wverage ape first convicted
e«  nverape nusber of imprisonments

1%e  sveraye age ot last or current iwmprisonment

Fampily drimnioal ddstory:
o wrothar in yprison
195 Jarent with prison record
L. wtaer Tamilial vrison record

reychiatric and Yehaviour irroblems:

4

L7e  cdverse payehialric reports
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I8 syoblen drinkings

19, Interns) wmrison record

Uther Lata:
20 Ielicion

21  Jervice in forces

2%, }in}lit

RIS

efer to Table 1 and fiscuesion,

D1 :CULGTON

saiilst administrative statiostics can only be a
rough and realy evaluation of delinquency and criminality
it is a nistske to reject them asn uscless (Gatter and
FMadge, 1276). Vor exomple, self-reported delinguency

showe

5]

subatanvisal even if Jwperfect avreesent with
administr iL.vv fipuvres (West, 1967).

It was ipmedistely appsrent snd statistical Ly
lenificant that the first time priscners had presented
less frequently in the courts, both childrenta and
adults's hed bLeer charpgoed less often aud biad been wuch
older (2) years versus 14 years) when $irst cooaviected.
fhe recidivists on the other hund had been in gacl an
’anr&gm of Bix Timen.  slmost halfl of the recidivists had
FENT #oporiod in oa childrents welfare home coupated
wita 1 off the first tisme priscners.

The types of offences differed. There were

sirnificantly more rroperty nrd mobtor vehicle crimes
reported awoensel the recidiviats and more sex offences

among, tue Dirst Cire prisoners. Also 20% of these labtter

4.
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offenders hed ne previous convictions and had been
impriconed follewin: their first criminal convietion.,

(nly 4 first time priconere hed been referred to a
psychiatrist; of thece two werse censidered to be aggraeasive
peychopaths and the other two had ehown sbnormal
electroencerhaloprars, This compares with the near
universal nsycniatric and personality disturbance detected
among the recidiviste. Here psychistric rerorts peint
to agpressicon, insdequacy, severs nersonality problems.

The records emphacize poor family background, inability

te learn from exjperierce, imaaturity and direction into

)]

o fhere is ceonriderable evidence

.

crime by dominant peers

for broven hemes and other examples of pavental deprivation

including several cases of extreme parental cruoelty.

In thig lipght alcchel abuse was wideopread with rouphly

half the recidivists identified 83 nlcohol dependent

and in nced of treatwent vhervess less than 10% of the

firet time priconers had been riven this opinicu.
Additional evidence for the exagrerated behaviour

rroblems of the recidivist was revealoed by conduct

reports whilet in prison. e internal prison offence

records showed that only 14% of the first time inmatoes

had internal prison convictiouns wnd these were oy leaser

offerces of being warned or cautioned for smugaling or

disobeying orders. #£64 of the recidivists had received

internal convictions, involving sericus offences of

phyzical and verhal abuse directed at pricon of ficers

ard uwcontrollable behaviour incliuding destruction of

pricon property aad sulcide sttempts by violent mesns.

WIhon deportunt differences belween the recidivists



ansd firet tine prlzﬁx(w~ rovealed that the latbter had
girnificantly oricinated from smaller families, and had
been mpore successful st school and work. Cne-third of
the first time inmates had attended a hirh school for
wore than 3 yesrs compared with only &% of the
recidiviste. The reports suvwested that recidivists
wéxe nostly "dull or borderiine intelligence" wheress
the Lirst ftime prigsoners had been mostly considered
"averapge intellivence" and none wers listed as wentally
subnorral or aducaticnslly backwnrd. This seems
reflected in subseguent occupationsl ststus where almost
all the recidivists were involved with unskilled manual
Jobs, cften chort-lived and sessonal, Indeed most
recidivists were unemployed at the time of thelr last
offence. By contrast the first time ipmates had not
only been wore suvccessful at school but well over half
(62%) nhad achieved sermi-skilled or skilled occupations
including several hiphly =skilled tradesmen.

Comparing the idmle treeg of the two croups of

prigsoncrs, only a fee members of the first time prisoner's

family had been before the courts with s total of only
thiree brothers wsctually incarcerated. This cowmpares

with the obuservation that one third of the recidivists
nad reported of leact one brother (often two or nmore)

in geol as had bueen one father anxd one rtep-father.
Lespite 2 thorouph search of the available soninistrative
records these findings in relation to obther family
newbers are prmﬁab)y underestimates. we had made a
particuler search for muvriagQS'and relaticonships into

other fonilics with criminsl records or where there was



avidence Lhat the vriconer's own ohildren had been belore

the conrte or dnstituticrnalized., The only dnlormation

@

Found was that both prisen sroups were predominantly
single reny thourh 210 of both grovvs stated they had
compenced 2 family of sverape gize compsred with the
rorainder of the comn ﬁ“t; (lee spprozimately 2.4
children) .

Yore first tiwe dnumotes had enbraced the yprotestant
faith and both groups had experienced in rouphly equal
numbers 1ife in the srmed services (about 1870,

‘here is little recent publicshed work ocn the
dewogravhic, cociological and jsychistric aspacts of male
inmates (Oriffiths ana rundle, 1976, ani it was difficuls
to find cther studies tnnt exactly motched the comparizons
of recidivist and first time prisoners. .ndry (196%)
sprecd thet the bulk of recilivism oo urred mronrs younper

of fenders whoareas the "ulg of those who d43d net returen

and over. .esht (1967) sprees

)
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to gaol weroe zged 31 yes
but wluo notes thet sowe recidiviste are not Juvenile
delinovents grown up. fndry (1965) apain showed thot
the majority of recidivists were unsiilled manual werkers

with o lower percentepe for "non-recidivists®. ide also

-

noted that recidiviets are more likely to be convicted of
nreaking and entering, being drunk in churee of 2 vehicle
whuress scrual offenders Lipure wore wrominently in
non-—-recidlivist cases,

cutter and radee (19Y76) heve drowa attention o

important continuities betwewn behuvioural difficulties

in warly life and Juvenile ¢ delinguency and the indicstion



that there ‘o oo an 11 core of delingquonte whose severe
and widesprreasd croblons continus into middle life.
This tendency to persistencs net only has an asuociation
with childhood rroblems but risk of re-conviction increascs
with thes nuweber of yorevicous convietions 1 (Mnipht and
vesty, 1975%%.  wutber and Madee (1976) review the
literature of intergenersticnul continuities showing thet
#ocomron cituation wn} for boys with oriminzl fathers to
acouire delinquent records hut the mechenisms underlying
thece transfers ave unXnown. lee thesge nuthors point
to firvet offenders as lacking poyehistric discrder dut
there 1o a cipnificant asceciation botweon criminnlity,
delinjuensy ond yoyohbistric yroblems most marked with
recidivists involvine sbnoruslitics of personality and
depresaion, shercas ndry (1967, found no diffcerences
between recidiviste and non~recidivists in school
performance, wutter and madpe (1970) sucpest perlormancas
bhelow averasze with sirnificant veadioy difficulties,

fo final note: it ig dinterestinge te ebserve thal
roughly holf of the wmeebers of each prison group
exhibited prowvinzot Lody scarrin: or diafigurements.
sboent fingers were eﬁyeciullj noteworthy wmongst the
recidivistae,

slong these lipes 1t wog consricuoun that two
thirds cf the recioivists dizployed soticeable and
sopetimes opretacular tatooing wheress only a guarternr
of thelr first Lime fellows bnd lone en.  In fact the
tatocing on th@‘reoidiviﬁts rost commonly involved the

right or left foreurn, often the Dingers and also

HLoers, scerolls,

o
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cecasionally the looss ane chest. cearta, d



riowers ound toe nasmes ol girls wilh au cccusional reference
to "omum and dad” and "love ' were charscleristic.  he
tatooing on the [iret tiuwe insubtes was also mainly on

the upper limbs and for some reuson aed indisn heads

were common with an occasional Jdagrer, woman with s sword

and stars noted; rarely were nemes recorded.

B
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le within the prison populstion studied the
recidivists and firet timo prisoners disclose two
dictinct, even it cverlapping, clusters of men.

ihe first time prisoners reveal nardly a trace of
the continuum of pervonal wnd Lfamily, commotion detected
arong recidivists.  Lue ubiguitous adverse psychiuvbric
Teport with Ltions overtones of consplenous consumption
ol alcobol wis far less dn evidence anony the first tine

£

. [ ot ea s - st o et 4 e
¢ Lheoe latter prisonery are regfeselbullve

prisoners. Lo

Of gome extrese forms of violonce and sexunl misbabhavioure

e 1t is believed thdt had the asdpinistretive
recorcs beoen more couprehennive other mesbers of the
recidivist's fanily would have shown evidence of
delinguent snd eriminal behaviour brousht to officini
notice. o it was, one-third of the recidivists nad at
lenst opo brother (often more) who Mad been to nricone
shese dg verarvably little evidence, in conparizon,
that the contarion of delinwuency and criminality alfects

penbars of the frest ©ime prisoner's family tres.

Se SO0 Lo Peclidilvists bhe fincilngs wicht receive

woLG ex luaulicn o oat lewnct wg succoiation with



direunstuances of imiividual developnent,

L clrecumstancas of individual d levelopuent wight
include:

(1) the location of the imlividunl at a pesition
of specisl psychosocial nenaicapping within the sibe chip

(27 contextual and structural variables of the

whe recidivists sre drawn from lorge fomilie “his
fact has long been recorded.  Gare and . haw (1965) have
drawn sttention to Lhe incrensed ctraing of rothars (and
slso fathers; of caring Lor Jarpge numbers of children
an reflectod dn dndices of wental and bhyﬂi:ml idle
health.

“he experdence of bednye reilsed in o ]drga sibohin
in lively to diffror parvodly fror o ehild paised anong
a fow aiblinre. thor faectors, thnou, h not studied hara,
edehit dnclude the specisl pevehorocinal bandicapping of
the firvst born, last bors snd middle order siblinere,
“he litersture su pests ceculiar developmental preblems
af these locations within the sibonir cavacially where
there are youn: »aronte and nurericnd predominsnce of
eltner wale or female eiblin-s (Hirtcehnell, 1990
cchwack . TO8ARS Ypller and 2L Ay 1974 dare and
ohtad, 1969 .

LU ne one s curefnd Lo dnterpret the deviant
2leblonahipe within thesa families ag peiny an indication
of an absence of ties.  Jhe easential inpredients of ony
attachment | sov with a pwrth ir o srecific endurias

affectional bond. . one Of the petterns of attachuent

L4



behaviours witbin fawilies mediate criminal and delinguent
behaviour but tne guality of the attachment between
individual wembers is ouite an independent process and

not deternined by situation snd context.

4o By contrast the Lirst time inmate and bis Tamily
failed to reveal pervasive early adversity. Holmes and
collearues (rassuda et al, 1978) have shown an escalation
of recent life change scoreg amon, prisgon populations.
This sccunuluation of receut life chanyes involved
particularly maritsl problems, changes in residence,
minor violations of the law, chanpes in working conaitions
and {inancisl problecs. These life chanyes scemed Lo
reach "erisis proportions” in the yeur prior to
incarceration. in the context of the personal
churocteristices of the individucl it was believed tnat
tiese events predispose maleduptive behaviour triggering
or accompanying criminal activity snd imprisonment. One
wonders whether recent life events wichl be the sslient
feature swong e group of prisoners wno experience gaol

on only one especifiic occasion in their lifetime?
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