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Preventing road violence
Aggressive driving behaviour is increasingly being seen as a characteristic of modern urban 
life which can result in crimes of violence. The Victorian Parliament’s Drugs and Crime 
Prevention Committee recently conducted an inquiry into road violence and found that it 
was caused by the interaction between a mixture of person-related, situational, car-related 
and cultural factors, precipitated by a single triggering event. Solutions to the commission 
of violence involve strategies that address each of the causal antecedents. These can be 
divided into three inter-related categories: 

• engineering:
– improved vehicle design and traffic engineering to minimise some of the triggers 

that can lead to road violence;
• education:

– programs to address anger and violence among those convicted of road violence-
related offences;

– approaches to prevent people from resorting to violence when confronted with 
stress and frustration in their lives;

– changes to public attitudes to road violence, including more restrained media 
reporting and less aggressive and provocative advertising of cars;

– addressing issues associated with masculinity and power imbalance;
• law enforcement:

– identification and punishment of violent conduct in connection with driving.

The causal antecedents of road violence
e.g. • Being stuck behind a slow driver who refuses to move into the left-hand lane
 • Being tailgated
 • Seeing another driver changing lanes without indicating
 • Being abused by another driver

e.g. • No reaction
 • Selfish driving
 • Road hostility
 • Road violence

e.g. • Frustrating/dangerous/rule-breaking/provocative
 • Serious/trivial
 • Anger/fear/righteous indignation

Person-related factors
e.g.  • Personality
 • Gender
 • Mood

Cultural factors
e.g.  • Competitiveness
 • Speed
 • Masculinity

Situational factors
e.g.  • Congestion
 • Temperature
 • Road conditions

Car-related factors
e.g.  • Anonymity
 • Inability to communicate
 • Illusion of freedom

Person-related factors
e.g.  • Personality
 • Age
 • Drugs/alcohol

Cultural factors
e.g.  • Acceptance of violence
 • Vengeance
 • Masculinity

Situational factors
e.g.  • Congestion
 • Noise
 • Aggressive cues

Car-related factors
e.g.  • Ability to escape
 • Inability to communicate
 • Territoriality

Trigger

Interpretation 
of trigger

Outcome
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