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Victims of robbery 1994-2003 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has recently released their annual publication on victims of 
crime. Recorded crime – victims, Australia presents statistics on victims of a selected range of 
offences recorded by state and territory police. Overall the number of recorded victims for most 
offence categories declined in 2003 from the previous year, with the total number of robbery victims 
decreasing slightly from 20 989 in 2002 to 19 719 in 2003. Over the ten-year period (1994-2003) the 
proportion of robberies in which a weapon (including firearm) was used increased from 36 per cent in 
1994 to a peak of 46 per cent in 1998, and has since generally declined, dropping back to 36 per cent 
in 2003. There has also been a gradual decrease in the use of firearms in the commission of a 
robbery, which has more than halved since 1994 (13% in 1994 compared with 6% in 2003). 

Proportion of robbery victims, by use of weapon in commission of offence 
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SOURCE: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2004, Recorded crime – victims, Australia, catalogue no. 4510.0, ABS, Canberra 

Main findings available on the ABS web site: http://www.abs.gov.au 

Direct Link: 

http://www.abs.gov.au/Ausstats/abs%40.nsf/1020492cfcd63696ca2568a1002477b5/ 
76c8926bd8a12e1fca2568a9001393f2!OpenDocument 
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