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Marine crime 

The Australian Institute of Criminology has recently released a paper that explores the type of criminal 
activity that occurs in marine environments, with a focus on the Great Barrier Reef. The marine 
environment attracts wide ranging opportunities for illegal activity. These arise from: the availability 
of natural resources; the availability of illegal drugs for importation; the availability of people wishing 
to come to Australia and an increase in non-compliance with the introduction of new regulations. 
Factors that are likely to motivate people to commit crimes in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
(GBRMP) include: large financial rewards; increased profit from failing to comply with environmental 
regulations; failure to accept the legitimacy of regulations; lack of knowledge of regulations; lack of 
understanding of the impact of illegal activities; and the inability to afford the costs of compliance. 
Situational crime prevention strategies are one option in reducing crime in the GBRMP. Situational 
crime prevention falls into three main areas: increasing the effort, increasing the risks and reducing 
the rewards. The chart below outlines ways in which situational crime prevention strategies can be 
applied to the marine environment. 

Situational crime prevention in the marine environment 

Situational measure Marine application 

Increasing the effort 

ñ Target hardening 
ñ Access control 
ñ Deflecting offenders 
ñ Controlling facilitators 

ñ Fencing off key areas 
ñ ID badges for users 
ñ Partial park closure; no anchor markers 
ñ Vessel and employee registration 

Increasing the risks 

ñ Entry/exit screening 
ñ Formal surveillance 
ñ Surveillance by employees 
ñ Natural surveillance 

ñ Harbour and jetty vessel checks 
ñ CCTV; satellite photos; Vessel Monitoring System 
ñ Boat and aircraft patrolling 
ñ Reporting by public users 

Reducing the rewards 

ñ Target removal 
ñ Identifying property 
ñ Removing inducements 
ñ Rule setting 

ñ Preventing access to park; relocating species 
ñ Licensing of vessels; fish tagging 
ñ Interfering with markets/distribution channels 
ñ Issuing permits and licensing 

SOURCE: Smith R G & Anderson K 2004. Understanding non-compliance in the marine environment. Trends & issues in crime and criminal 
justice no. 275 Australian Institute of Criminology Canberra 

Full report available on AIC web site: http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi2/tandi275.html 
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