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From the Australian Institute of Criminology

Theillegal market in Australian abalone

The Australian Institute of Criminology has released a report detailing information about the illegal
abalone market in Australia. The report identifies the different ways in which abalone may be
illegally caught, namely: by organised poachers, licensed divers, shore-based divers, extended
family groups or individuals. Such abalone is then prepared for consumption, often in illegal
processing factories or “backyard” set-ups. While some abalone is kept for personal use, most is
destined for sale. This includes sale to domestic buyers, international tourists, and sales direct to
consumer marketsin Asia. “The lllegal Market in Australian Abalone” report provides an overview
of the illicit abalone market, including its links to organised crime, and aso discusses the
detrimental effect theillegal market has on the |legitimate abalone industry.

Methods used in each stage of theillegal abalone market

Catching

- Organised poachers - Licensed divers - Shore-based divers - Extended
family groups - Individuals

v

Processing

- Fresh frozen - Cryovac (vacuum) packed - Canned - Boiled
- Par-boiled - Dried

v

Selling to end consumer
- Export - Retail - Personal use

SOURCE: Tailby, R. & Gant, F. 2002, “The Illegal Market in Australian Abalone”, Trends and Issuesin Crime and
Criminal Justice, no. 225, Australian Institute of Criminology, Canberra.

Full report available on AIC web site: http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/ti225. pdf
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