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Guide to the report

PERFORMANCE REVIEW

This section details performance against the 

agency’s two outputs. The section describes the 

AIC’s research work for the year under the headings 

of violent crime, property crime, drugs, transnational 

and organised crime, economic and high tech crime, 

the criminal justice system, and capacity building. 

The publications, information dissemination, web and 

library achievements for the year are also described.

ACCOUNTABILITY AND MANAGEMENT

Provides an overview of external and internal 

governance for the AIC, including the Minister’s 

expectations and how these were met, outlines HR, 

fi nance, IT, and offi ce services arrangements and 

performance.

APPENDIXES

The appendixes list publications, presentations, 

seminars, referees and submissions to inquiries, 

and provide a breakdown of staffi ng characteristics. 

The fi nancial statements can also be found here.

Inquiries about the AIC annual report 
can be directed to:

Janet Smith at the address shown below, 

or janet.smith@aic.gov.au

The annual reports of the Australian Institute of 

Criminology and the Criminology Research Council 

aim to meet Parliamentary reporting requirements 

and to provide information to stakeholders and the 

community about the work of the two organisations.

The target audiences for the reports include Members 

of Parliament; Australian Government, state and 

territory agencies; the media; potential employees, 

grants recipients, consultants and award winners; 

criminology students and the public.

The reports are divided into main parts, as follows:

Australian Institute of Criminology
YEAR IN REVIEW

Reviews the signifi cant issues and achievements 

for the year, provides a snapshot of performance, 

and highlights expected developments for the 

coming year.

AGENCY OVERVIEW

This section gives a description of the AIC, 

its role and functions. The organisational 

structure is outlined, with brief descriptions of 

each program, and the outcome and output 

structure is shown.
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Criminology Research Council
YEAR IN REVIEW

The chairman reviews the performance of the Council 

for the year and highlights research reports received. 

AGENCY OVERVIEW

Describes the operating arrangements for the 

Council, including its outcome statement, and its 

funding criteria and contributions.

GOVERNANCE

Outlines the external governance framework for 

the Council.

PROJECTS

Three sections provide information on new, 

completed and continuing projects and consultancies 

funded by the CRC.

The fi nal sections include information on CRC 

members and meetings, freedom of information 

reporting, and fi nancial statements.

Inquiries about the CRC annual report 
can be directed to:

Kylie Blakers at the address shown below, 

or kylie.blakers@aic.gov.au

The address for the Australian Institute of Criminology 

and the Criminology Research Council is:

GPO Box 2944

Canberra ACT 2601

74 Leichhardt Street

Griffi th ACT 2603

Phone: 02 6260 9200

email inquiries: front.desk@aic.gov.au

The AIC website is: http://www.aic.gov.au/

The web address for the annual report is: 

http://www.aic.gov.au/institute/anreport/2007/ 



iv

Contents
Guide to the report ii

Abbreviations and acronyms vi

PART ONE: AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY 1

Letter of transmittal 2

Director’s certifi cate of compliance 3

The year in review 5

Chairman’s overview 6

Director’s overview 7

Agency overview 9

Research Services 10

Information Services 12

Corporate Services 13

Outcome and output structure 13

Report on performance 15

Performance, outcomes and outputs 16

Output 1.1: Policy advice and publications 16

Output 1.2 Library, information services to support policy advice and publications 35

Accountability and management 41

External governance 42

Internal governance 46

AIC appendixes 51

Appendix 1: AIC publications released in 2006–07 52

Appendix 2: Non-AIC publications 57

Appendix 3: Presentations by AIC staff 58

Appendix 4: AIC seminars 60

Appendix 5: Submissions 61

Appendix 6: Publications referees 61

Appendix 7: Staffi ng summary  62

AIC fi nancial statements 63

PART TWO: CRIMINOLOGY RESEARCH COUNCIL 95

Letter of transmittal 96

The year in review 97

Agency overview 98

Governance 100

New projects for 2006–07 102

Continuing projects for 2006–07 103

Consultancies 103

Reports of completed research 104

Freedom of Information 107

Appendix 1 108

CRC fi nancial statements 109



v

G
U

ID
E

 T
O

 T
H

E
 R

E
P

O
R

T

List of tables and fi gures
AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY

Figure 1: Structure of the Australian Institute of Criminology  10

Figure 2: DUMA: positive methylamphetamine tests, 1999–2006 22

Figure 3: Criminal trials: reasons for not proceeding on day of listing 31

Table 1: Summary of outputs and impacts, 2006–07  25

Table 2: Media liaison, 2006–07  32

Table 3: Total resources for Outcome 1  40

Table 4: Meeting the Minister’s expectations: key performance indicators 2006–07  43

Table 5: AIC Board members and deputy members at 30 June 2007  44

CRIMINOLOGY RESEARCH COUNCIL 

Figure 1: Criminology Research Council procedures fl owchart 99

Table 1: State and territory contributions, 2006–07  101

Table 2: Key fi nancial items, 2006–07  101

Case studies
Case study 1: Community attitudes to violence against women 18

Case study 2: Drugs and crime 22

Case study 3: Criminal trials: research on outcomes of initial listings 30

Case study 4: Indigenous justice clearinghouse 36



vi

Abbreviations and acronyms
ACS Australian Customs Service

AFP Australian Federal Police

AGD Australian Government Attorney-General’s Department

AHTCC Australian High Tech Crime Centre

AIC Australian Institute of Criminology

APMC Australasian Police Ministers’ Council

ATS Amphetamine-type stimulants

AusAID Australian Agency for International Development

CINCH The Australian criminology database

CRC Criminology Research Council

CRM AICrime reduction matters

DUMA Drug Use Monitoring in Australia Program

FOI Freedom of Information

ICPC International Centre for the Prevention of Crime

ICT Information and communication technology

NARMP National Armed Robbery Monitoring Program

NCCPP National Community Crime Prevention Programme

NDLERF National Drug Law Enforcement Research Fund

NHMP National Homicide Monitoring Program

OfW Australian Government Offi ce for Women

RPP Research and public policy series

T&I Trends & issues in crime and criminal justice

TBP Technical and background paper

UN United Nations

UNODC United Nations Offi ce on Drugs and Crime



Part one

Australian Institute 
of Criminology

The year in review 5

Agency overview 9

Report on performance 15

Accountability and management 41

AIC appendixes 51

AIC fi nancial statements 63



2 AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY  ANNUAL REPORT 2006–07



3

P
A

R
T

 O
N

E
 –

 A
U

S
T

R
A

L
IA

N
 IN

S
T

IT
U

T
E

 O
F

 C
R

IM
IN

O
L
O

G
Y

Director’s certifi cate 
of compliance
I, Toni Makkai, Director of the Australian Institute 

of Criminology, hereby state that I am the person 

responsible under section 9 of the Commonwealth 

Authorities and Companies Act 1997 for the 

preparation and content of the report on operations 

of the Australian Institute of Criminology for the year 

ending 30 June 2007 in accordance with the Finance 

Minister’s Orders.

Toni Makkai
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Chairman’s overview
On 29 May 1969, 

the federal Attorney-

General announced 

to Parliament that the 

Commonwealth and 

states had reached 

agreement on the 

establishment of an 

Australian Institute of 

Criminology, and a Criminology Research Council, 

in the belief that the Commonwealth had a real 

contribution to make by establishing a coordinating 

body to facilitate research and the communication 

of research fi ndings and recommendations regarding 

crime problems of national import. The enterprise was 

described as an exercise in cooperative federalism.

The composition of the Board of Management 

involves recognition of states and territories 

as partners in the research endeavour. 

These jurisdictions are responsible for 90 percent 

of the criminal justice business in this country. 

They provide substantial in-kind support to the 

research undertaken by the AIC. In conjunction 

with the Australian Government representatives, 

they set the agenda for the Institute’s endeavours. 

Collectively they provide a national focus on, and 

commitment to, the exploration of criminal justice 

issues of importance to national security and civil 

society for all levels of government and for all citizens.

Although revenues from the Australian Government 

represented more than 70 percent of total income 

in this fi nancial year, the balance, almost 30 percent, 

was generated, with the Board’s encouragement, 

through initiatives such as contract research and 

conference income. During the year the AIC teamed 

with other Australian Government agencies to gain 

funding to extend research into drugs and crime, 

money laundering and other aspects of transnational 

crime, including people traffi cking. This investment 

highlights the growing role of the Australian 

Government in the crime and justice sector and 

augurs well for assuring the AIC’s funding stability, 

and I look forward to seeing these new activities 

mature and produce valuable results. 

These new projects as well as the longer running 

research concerns regarding Indigenous justice, 

violent offending, property crime, economic and high 

tech crime, crime prevention and criminal justice 

systems generally have resulted in a very successful 

year for the Institute in responding to the needs of 

Australian criminal justice agencies, through the 

generation and dissemination of basic data and 

analysis that are not available elsewhere.

The Institute’s standing as a key international 

criminal justice information agency was reinforced 

by its organisation for the Attorney-General’s 

Department of the 6th annual colloquium of the 

International Centre for the Prevention of Crime in 

September 2006, which brought together Australian 

and international policy makers, practitioners and 

researchers in the crime prevention fi eld.

I thank my Board colleagues and the Director and 

staff of the AIC for their commitment, this past year, 

to the effi cient management of the Institute and for 

their sustained endeavours to building the evidence 

base on which policy settings for a safer and more 

secure Australia can be constructed.

Professor Richard Fox
Chairman
Australian Institute of Criminology Board
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Director’s overview
Throughout the year 

staff continued to 

produce high quality 

research and to widely 

disseminate the 

results. Key work was 

undertaken on drugs 

and crime, Indigenous 

issues, violent crime, 

crime prevention, fraud and high tech crime. As a 

result of this work, over 80 different publications and 

fact sheets were released, two conferences and nine 

roundtables were held and 50 presentations given 

to key stakeholders. In addition to these activities, 

Institute staff participated in a range of national and 

international advisory bodies and committees.

The Institute’s work includes specialised monitoring 

programs that collect the basic data that are vital 

for policy makers to manage, evaluate and respond 

effectively and effi ciently to crime problems. These 

datasets are unique in Australia and are used to 

monitor trends in offending, the changing profi le of 

offenders and victims, and the circumstances of the 

crimes. The Institute’s data and analysis are used 

throughout Australia to inform policy development and 

practice within the justice sector. The value of this 

information was confi rmed by an independent review 

of Institute communications that found the AIC was 

seen universally as a valued source of independent, 

timely and credible information by key stakeholders. 

All of these collections rely on signifi cant in-kind 

contributions from state and territory agencies 

through the provision of data for the collections.

We also undertake research projects that require the 

collection of additional data or information to respond 

to specifi c policy questions that cannot be answered 

from basic administrative collections. This work 

generates new knowledge and ensures that the 

Institute remains at the forefront of crime and justice 

research. Much of this work is externally funded 

and, as with the previous year, these earnings were 

a signifi cant component of the Institute’s research 

budget. Funding comes from all levels of government 

and has been essential in ensuring that the Institute 

maintains a critical mass of research knowledge, 

expertise and specialist staff. The Institute also draws 

on the research reports funded by the Criminology 

Research Council.

The Institute is recognised internationally as a 

pre-eminent crime and justice policy research 

agency. The AIC is affi liated with the United Nations 

Program Network Institutes (PNI) of the Offi ce of 

Drugs and Crime, and key staff attend UN Crime 

Commission meetings and represent the Australian 

Government at UN technical meetings on crime and 

justice issues. We are also active participants in the 

World Criminal Justice Libraries Network.

With the appointment of a new General Manager 

for Corporate Services the Institute has had a 

strong focus on improving governance policies and 

procedures this year. This work has culminated in 

the revised Director’s instructions for staff. A number 

of signifi cant events have occurred throughout the 

year. Eligible staff voted in August 2006 to accept the 

agency agreement, a new contract was negotiated for 

the provision of IT services, a new internal audit fi rm 

was appointed, and a new payroll services provider 

was engaged. This last has enabled staff to view and 

update their own personal records. Online access to 

pay details and providing for the online application 

for leave have resulted in improved effi ciency and 

effectiveness within the organisation. 

In the 2007–08 budget the Government allocated 

new money to the Institute for three specifi c areas 

of research – drugs and crime, human traffi cking and 

anti-money laundering. The Institute has also received 

funding from proceeds of crime legislation to conduct 

work on cybercrime against business and on fi rearms 

theft. In addition to these, the Institute has been 

tasked with the responsibility of reporting on fraud 

against the Australian Government. All of these areas 
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will be a signifi cant focus of our work over the coming 

four years. 

I would like to thank the thousands of Australians 

who contribute to the work of the Institute every year. 

They range from the senior government offi cials 

who sit on the Board of Management to citizens 

who participate in our research work. It is this strong 

universal desire to better understand the criminal 

justice system and a commitment to continuous 

improvement in the criminal justice system that 

provides the fundamental framework enabling 

the Institute to successfully undertake its work. 

I would like to acknowledge the support and guidance 

that I have received throughout the year from the 

Chair of the AIC Board of Management, the Chair of 

the Criminology Research Council and the ongoing 

support of our new Minister, Senator the Honourable 

David Johnston. I would also like to thank our previous 

Minister, Senator the Honourable Chris Ellison, for 

his support and interest in our work. The Board of 

Management makes an invaluable contribution to the 

strategic direction of the Institute as well as ensuring 

the strong jurisdictional support that is so vital for the 

Institute’s work and its reputation.

Meeting the Minister’s expectations: key performance indicators
Key results from the Institute’s commitment to meet the Minister’s expectations this fi nancial year 

include:

The presentation to him of• 

20 papers in the  – Trends & issues in crime and criminal justice series

7 papers in the  – Research and public policy series

26  – Crime facts info fact sheets

12  – Crime reduction matters fact sheets

The release of annual monitoring reports from the• 

National Homicide Monitoring Program –

National Deaths in Custody Program –

Drug Use Monitoring in Australia Program –

National Armed Robbery Monitoring Program –

National Firearms Theft Monitoring Program –

Assisting AGD with the International Centre for the Prevention of Crime conference in Canberra• 

Joint hosting of a conference on family violence, drug and alcohol use in remote communities• 

9 roundtables to develop and share knowledge with stakeholders in AIC projects• 

Comprehensive review and update of the Director’s instructions.• 

Toni Makkai
Director
Australian Institute of Criminology
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Figure 1: Structure of the Australian Institute of Criminology

Board of Management

Chairman
Professor Richard Fox

Director of the Institute

Dr Toni Makkai

Information Services

Janet Smith
Research Services

Dr Judy Putt
Corporate Services

Tony Marks

The Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC) is Australia’s 

pre-eminent national crime and criminal justice 

research agency. The AIC conducts timely and proactive 

research on crime and criminology and provides 

the Australian Government with a unique knowledge 

base from which to inform policy. Its research is 

funded primarily by the Australian Government but 

individual projects may be funded by state and 

territory governments or nongovernment agencies. 

In addition the Institute receives signifi cant in-kind 

support from state and territory governments for its 

long term monitoring programs and research projects.

In 2006–07 the AIC had three work areas 

Research Services, Information Services and 

Corporate Services.

Research Services
The objective of Research Services is to conduct 

research on crime and justice issues in order to 

provide timely, policy-relevant advice to the Australian 

Government and other key clients. 

The strategic priorities of Research Services are to:

provide information on, and analysis of, • 

the causes, control and prevention of crime, 

and on the criminal justice system 

develop innovative products and services in the • 

fi eld of criminological research and information 

to better meet the needs of key clients and 

stakeholders, including the provision of 

consultancy services 

anticipate the needs of major stakeholders by • 

conducting proactive research into emerging 

areas of crime, including maintaining the ability 

to respond quickly to the needs of government. 

During  2006–07, there were four research teams 

within Research Services, each with a different focus. 

The • Crime Monitoring Program’s main 

objectives are to enhance and promote knowledge 

of some of Australia’s central crime issues: 

homicide, armed robbery, fi rearms and illicit drug 

use and crime. 

The • Crime Reduction and Review Program 

refl ects the AIC’s commitment to implement ways 

of promoting research, evaluation and knowledge 

exchange among crime reduction practitioners 

and policy makers in Australia.

The • Global, Economic and Electronic Crime 
Program’s focus is to provide information on and 

analysis of the causes, extent, prevention and 

control of transnational criminal activity, economic 

crime, high tech crime and other complex and 

sophisticated criminal activity. 
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The • Justice and Crime Analysis Program 

seeks to identify the nature and extent of particular 

crimes within the community, to identify the 

number and characteristics of people detained in 

custody and to identify trends in crime across time.

Research activities within the Institute fall into two 

main categories: national monitoring programs 

and crime and justice projects. During the 

year the Institute commenced a range of new 

projects, including the development of a national 

amphetamine-type stimulants strategy, fraud against 

the Australian Government, business assessments 

of computer use security, and violence in Indigenous 

communities. Outcomes from the crime and justice 

programs are discussed in the next chapter.

Monitoring programs are core research activities 

of the Institute, which is a leader in the fi eld 

of crime and justice monitoring, administering 

highly productive national monitoring programs. 

These programs collect specialised data not 

availableelsewhere, and each releases an annual 

report analysing trends and characteristics revealed 

by the data. Such data are widely used to inform 

whole of government reporting on the crime and 

justice sector and to support policy initiatives across 

all levels of government. Developing and maintaining 

monitoring programs relies on extensive in kind 

assistance and support from all jurisdictions. In 

2006–07 the Institute was responsible for seven 

monitoring programs: 

National Homicide Monitoring Program (NHMP) – 

The program has collected and analysed information 

on all homicides (murder and manslaughter, 

excluding driving causing death) in Australia since 

1990. In its seventeenth year of operation, the NHMP 

continues to provide strategic policy and operational 

information on homicide in Australia. As a data 

source it is recognised nationally and internationally 

as a pre-eminent homicide data collection program. 

It is due to the ongoing support of all state and 

territory police services that the NHMP is able to 

maintain its position as an exemplary data collection 

program. The dataset holds information on over 

5,743 offenders and 5,617 victims. 

Drug Use Monitoring in Australia (DUMA) 
– DUMA currently collects quarterly drug use 

information from police detainees at nine 

sites across Australia: Southport and Brisbane 

(Queensland), East Perth (Western Australia), 

Bankstown and Parramatta (New South Wales) and 

Elizabeth and Adelaide City (South Australia) and, 

since January 2006 in Melbourne and Darwin. The 

collection is the only ongoing survey of offenders 

and has over 25,000 records including 20,000 urine 

specimens. The central objectives of DUMA include 

examination of the relationship between drugs and 

crime and the monitoring of local drug markets and 

of drug use patterns by detainees across time. The 

quarterly data collection provides an opportunity 

for policy makers and law enforcement agencies to 

respond to early warning indicators and emerging 

issues in a timely fashion.

National Firearms Theft Monitoring Program 

– This new program reports on the nature and 

characteristics of reported fi rearms thefts in 

Australia to provide information on the performance 

of fi rearms regulation and monitor the use of stolen 

fi rearms in criminal activities. The program released 

its fi rst annual report this year, reporting on 1,470 

stolen fi rearms.

National Deaths in Custody Program – 

The program has examined the circumstances 

of deaths in prison, police custody and juvenile 

detention around Australia since 1992, and reports 

on the number of deaths in custody in Australia, and 

the patterns and trends observed in those deaths. 

The collection holds information on 1,878 cases.

National Armed Robbery Monitoring Program 
(NARMP) – The program’s aim is to examine weapon 

use in armed robbery and to monitor trends and 

patterns over time in the commission of offences. 

This program began in 2001 following consultations 

with key stakeholders in the area. Since 2003, 
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state and territory police services have forwarded 

armed robbery data on agreed variables to the AIC 

for analysis and reporting. The most recent annual 

report provided data on 1,467 offenders and 5,467 

incidents of armed robbery in the community.

National Juveniles in Detention Monitoring 
Program – provides a comprehensive annual 

overview of young people in detention across 

Australia including gender, and Indigenous status 

and age of juveniles, and whether they are on 

remand or sentenced. There were 605 juveniles in 

detention at 30 June 2005.

Fraud Against the Commonwealth Monitoring 
Program – In October 2006, the AIC became 

responsible for the fraud annual report to the Minister, 

which includes an annual survey of fraud committed 

against Australian Government agencies, as required 

by the Commonwealth fraud control guidelines. 

Research services core activities include producing 

reports and papers and disseminating key fi ndings 

from its research activities. The reports, conference 

papers and publications on trends and topical 

issues produced from the monitoring programs and 

project work inform and encourage public and policy 

debate. Details are listed in appendixes 1–3. To meet 

the Institute’s commitment to disseminating its 

research fi ndings, Research Services also manages 

conferences, roundtables, seminars and media 

liaison. These are discussed in the next chapter.

Information Services
The objectives of the Information Services group are:

to ensure AIC researchers maintain their • 

competitive edge through access to the most 

up to date and relevant information 

to facilitate AIC access to and management • 

of corporate information and research data 

to provide stakeholders with information about the • 

work and output of the AIC and act as a gateway 

to the wider world of crime and criminal justice 

information. 

The strategic priorities of the group are to:

disseminate high quality publications based on • 

the Institute’s and other research in a timely way, 

particularly on the Institute’s website

support research projects and monitoring • 

programs by the provision of information 

discovery and delivery services 

provide the public and stakeholders information • 

about the Institute and its work, and about crime 

and criminal justice resources via the website.

Core activities include:

publications• 

website services • 

JV Barry Library services • 

data services • 

CINCH database of Australian crime and criminal • 

justice information

contributions to Australian and international • 

information networks. 

Information Services is responsible for editing, 

typesetting and printing the Institute’s publications, 

whether in print or online format. Publications range 

from detailed research reports to one-page fact 

sheets, and include regular reports from each of the 

monitoring programs. Publications for 2006–07 are 

listed in Appendix 1.

The Institute’s website (http://www.aic.gov.au) is 

the principal vehicle for the Institute to meet the 

Minister’s expectation of wide dissemination of the 

results of AIC-conducted and CRC-funded research. 

It provides information about the work of the Institute 

and the CRC, and acts as a gateway to information on 

crime and criminal justice in Australia.

The intranet is the main knowledge sharing and 

development vehicle for the Institute, particularly 

for the uniform promulgation of policies, procedures 

and guidelines. 

The purpose of the JV Barry Library is to assist 

research staff in undertaking their research, by 

keeping them up to date in their fi eld of expertise, 

fi nding and delivering relevant resources when a 



13

A
G

E
N

C
Y

 O
V

E
R

V
IE

W

new project begins, and fi nding answers to their 

reference questions. The library also responds to 

public inquiries.

Corporate Services
The Corporate Services group provides fi nancial, 

information technology, human resource, facilities, 

procurement and contracts, administration and 

secretariat services to support the Institute’s 

research and dissemination outputs, the Criminology 

Research Council and the Australian Violence 

and Crime Prevention Awards. The team has also 

provided project support for the Fraud Against the 

Commonwealth Monitoring Program.

Specialist external providers for ICT and payroll are 

utilised to ensure cost effective and timely corporate 

services information and advice to support all 

elements of the Institute. A wide range of corporate 

and support services are provided by Corporate 

Services, including:

human resource management • 

ICT • 

fi nancial management and reporting • 

accounts payable and receivable • 

contractual arrangements • 

fl eet and asset management • 

stores management • 

freedom of information • 

occupational health and safety • 

insurance • 

offi ce services • 

building services • 

security and privacy management • 

risk management • 

fraud control • 

environmental policies • 

all general services. • 

Outcome and output 
structure
The AIC has one outcome: 

To inform government of activities which aim 

to promote justice and reduce crime

And two outputs: 

Output 1.1 − Policy advice and publications

Output 1.2 − Library, information and reference 

services to support policy advice and publications

Performance against these is reported in the next 

chapter.





Report on performance
Outcome 1: To inform government of activities which aim to promote justice and reduce crime
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Performance, 
outcomes and 
outputs
The Institute performed well against its key outcome 

objectives during the reporting period. The Institute 

measures its effectiveness by the following criteria, 

which refl ect the Minister’s expectations of the 

Institute:

timely production of AIC research fi ndings, • 

primarily through publications

the extent to which Institute services and data are • 

valued by key stakeholders

the fl exibility of the AIC to respond to emerging • 

policy needs

budget and fi nancial outcomes.• 

The summary table (Table 1, page 25) lists outputs 

and outcome/impact indicators for national 

monitoring programs and key research projects 

during the reporting period.

Output 1.1: 
Policy advice 
and publications
Research undertaken by the AIC seeks to inform 

policy and practice in the crime and criminal justice 

sectors by:

monitoring trends in crime and the criminal • 

justice system

building knowledge of offending and victimisation• 

identifying emerging or changes to criminal • 

activity

building an evidence base for an effective criminal • 

justice system and crime prevention. 

A range of research outputs and publications provide 

data, analysis, and overviews of crime and criminal 

justice issues of interest to key stakeholders, the 

general public and specifi c clients. Each year the AIC 

publishes Australian crime: facts and fi gures, which 

is a summary of up-to-date Australian information 

on crime and the criminal justice system, and of 

trends in key crimes. Through four submissions to 

inquiries on topics such as the impact of drug abuse 

on families, and through over 50 presentations at 

conferences, the organisation of workshops and 

roundtables, and participation in advisory and expert 

groups AIC staff have actively disseminated the latest 

research evidence on crime and criminal justice to 

policy and practitioner audiences.

During 2006–07 the AIC continued to operate and 

build its national monitoring programs related to 

homicide, fi rearms theft, armed robbery, deaths 

in custody, drug use by alleged offenders (DUMA), 

juvenile detention, and police custody. Further 

funding resulted in an expansion of the fi rearms 

work and of DUMA, and the AIC took on the 

responsibility of annually surveying fraud against 

Australian Government agencies. New contracts 

resulted in research projects being undertaken on 

major and emerging issues. The following section 

summarises research activity and outputs for the 

year under key themes:

violent crime• 

property crime• 

drugs• 

transnational and organised crime• 

economic and high tech crime• 

the criminal justice system• 

capacity building.• 

Violent crime
Annual reports are produced on each of the 

monitoring programs. During the year two of these 

focused on violent crime. The 2004–05 annual 

report on homicide included information on incidents, 

victims and offenders for the year, as well as 

indicating whether there were any changes in trends 

since the collection’s inception in 1989. Similarly, 

the armed robbery annual report gave a national 

picture of incidents, location, and offenders. Although 

classifi ed as a violent crime, armed robbery is also a 
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major property crime and trends across time indicate 

a downward trend consistent with the pattern for 

property crime more generally. A paper was released 

summarising research on what is known about who 

commits armed robbery and their reasons for doing 

it. Another paper examined partner violence amongst 

a sample of alleged offenders detained by police. 

Funding from the Offi ce for Women (OfW) enabled 

the AIC to continue its research on sexual assault 

against women. In 2006–07 the focus was on sexual 

assault against women in Indigenous and culturally 

and linguistically diverse communities. Working 

collaboratively with sexual assault service providers 

across the country, the research involved extensive 

consultations and interviews, with a major report and 

papers presented to OfW. The overarching aim of the 

project is to inform the evidence base that underpins 

the Australian Government’s Women’s Safety Agenda.

Community attitudes toward violence against women 

were investigated in a general community survey in 

Victoria. Commissioned by VicHealth, the survey was 

undertaken by the AIC, in collaboration with the Social 

Research Centre. The report on the survey’s fi ndings, 

completed in late 2006, is informing the development 

and targeting of programs and educational awareness 

campaigns under VicHealth’s broad policy agenda 

to understand and improve community attitudes to 

violence against women (see Case study 1). 

Several projects undertaken in the ACT related to 

sexual assault and to family violence. During the 

year a report was fi nalised on tracking sexual assault 

offences in the criminal justice system, along with a 

report that updated data on family violence incidents. 

Research was also commissioned by the ACT 

Government on Indigenous victims of family violence.

Property crime
Additional funding ensured that data were collected 

on fi rearms theft in 2006–07 and will continue for 

at least another three years. Released during the 

fi nancial year, the report, using 2004–05 data on 

1,470 recorded stolen fi rearms in 668 reported 

incidents, presented fi ndings in relation to the 

characteristics of fi rearms that are commonly 

stolen, the characteristics and modus operandi of 

fi rearms thefts, and on the rate of compliance with 

safe storage requirements, and the prosecution of 

non-compliance.

The AIC, in partnership with the ACT Department of 

Justice and Community Safety and with funding from 

the Bushfi re Cooperative Research Centre, collected 

and analysed data on deliberately lit bushfi res from 

18 fi re agencies from across Australia. Further 

research during the year examined recorded data on 

bushfi re offenders, and the provision of programs for 

juvenile fi re-setters.

A major report was completed on the extent and 

scope of illegal activity in Australia’s fi shing industry. 

This project was funded by the Australian Government 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 

Following Australia-wide consultation with key 

stakeholders, stage 2 of the project involved a literature 

review and analyses of reported fi sheries offences 

and their outcomes in selected Australian jurisdictions. 

A national survey of fi sheries offi cers examined 

offi cers’ perceptions of the extent and nature of 

criminal activity, and the adequacy of responses. 

With funding from the AGD, the AIC undertook 

a six-month consultancy project in 2006 into 

the different kinds of intellectual property crime 

occurring in Australia. 
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Case study 1

Community attitudes to violence 
against women

Funded by VicHealth and undertaken in collaboration with the Social Research Centre, 

the AIC was involved in the design and analysis of research into community attitudes 

towards violence against women. A large scale survey was conducted in 2006 to gauge 

contemporary attitudes held by the community in Victoria and to provide indicators of 

change in community attitudes since 1995. A total of 2,800 adults aged 18 or older 

were interviewed by telephone. Two thousand were randomly selected members of the 

general community (the main sample) and 800 were members of four selected culturally 

and linguistically diverse backgrounds (Chinese, Vietnamese, Italian and Greek, referred 

to as the SCALD sample). Focus group research was conducted with both the general 

community and with Indigenous community members to investigate some of the issues 

relating to violence in more depth.

The fi ndings indicated that community attitudes had changed since 1995. Although there 

were methodological and sampling differences from the 1995 survey, commissioned by 

the then Offi ce of the Status of Women, broad indicators of change included:

certain behaviours such as forcing one’s partner to have sex, throwing or smashing • 

objects near one’s partner, yelling abuse, controlled the social life of one’s partner, 

repeated criticisms and denying one’s partner money were signifi cantly more likely 

to be seen as violence in 2006 

a greater proportion of respondents believed both men and women equally commit • 

acts of violence (20% in 2006, 9% in 1995)

a greater proportion agreed that women rarely make false claims of being raped • 

(66% in 2006, 59% in 1995)

a smaller proportion agreed that domestic violence is a private matter (14% in 2006, • 

18% in 1995)

a smaller proportion agreed that women who are raped often ask for it (6% in 2006, • 

15% in 1995).

Focus groups and interviews with Indigenous participants identifi ed domestic violence, 

in particular family violence, as an important and serious issue of concern within the 

Indigenous community. The term ‘violence against women’ was most often associated with 

physical acts of violence. Participants indicated that while awareness about the problem 

had increased, domestic or family violence was not viewed as negatively by the community 
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as the participants thought it should be. As a result of the widespread nature of the 

problem of violence within the Indigenous community, there was a feeling that violence was 

accepted to some extent.

While the majority of community members did not overall hold violence-supportive attitudes, 

factors associated with negative beliefs included:

sex• : on average men held more violence-supportive attitudes than women 

support for gender equality• : weak support for gender equality emerged as a signifi cant 

predictor of violence-supportive attitudes

socioeconomic status• : the relationship socio-economic indicators (education, 

occupation and employment) and violence supportive attitudes was not as strong or 

consistent as sex and support for gender equality, but did predict certain beliefs

age• : in general, younger respondents were less likely to hold violence-supportive 

attitudes

migration and settlement factors• : signifi cant factors found to be associated with 

holding violence-supportive attitudes were being born overseas, speaking a language 

other than English at home, having arrived in Australian since 1980, and having Chinese 

or Vietnamese heritage as opposed to Greek or Italian heritage.

The survey fi ndings indicated that despite improvements, attitudes that condone, trivialise 

or work against addressing violence persist. This suggests the need for a comprehensive 

approach to primary prevention that involves both whole of population campaigns and the 

targeting of specifi c groups.

Reference
Taylor N & Mouzos J 2006. Community attitudes to violence against women survey 

2006. Melbourne: VicHealth. http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/reports/2006-11-

violenceAgainstWomen.html
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Drugs
The largest ongoing survey of alleged offenders in 

Australia, DUMA collects empirical data on drug 

use and on self-reported offending among this high 

risk group. During 2006, 4,555 detainees were 

interviewed with 70 percent providing a urine sample. 

The annual report highlighted trends in detected 

drug use, characteristics of local drug markets and 

key issues, such as drug dependency, access to 

treatment, drug related crime, and self-reported 

alcohol use. As a result of funding received from 

the Australian Government under the Proceeds of 

Crime Act, DUMA was able to expand to nine sites in 

January 2006, with the addition of sites in Melbourne 

and Darwin for one year. In addition to the 2005 and 

2006 annual reports, which provided national and 

site specifi c information on drug use and offences, 

papers were published that used DUMA data related 

to partner violence and to benzodiazepine use. 

Another paper based on a national survey of women 

prisoners, examined factors associated with drug and 

alcohol dependency amongst this group.

The AIC is taking a lead role, with the National 

Drug Research Institute, in developing the national 

amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) strategy for 

the Department of Health and Ageing. Extensive 

consultations were undertaken with major 

stakeholder groups in regional and urban locations 

across Australia, which will inform the draft strategy 

and background report. Several other projects 

were completed that related to the manufacture of 

ATS and their precursor chemicals. A consultancy 

report on the remediation of clandestine laboratory 

sites was provided to the AGD, and two reports on 

regional issues, focusing on ATS and on the precursor 

chemical trade were completed and are outlined in 

the section on transnational and organised crime.

Criminal justice responses to illicit drug use were a 

major area of activity during 2006–07, with work 

undertaken on drug courts and police drug diversion, 

and major reports released on policing issues. 

The AIC also completed the fi rst stage of a project 

examining criminal justice responses to Indigenous 

offenders with substance abuse issues (see Case 

study 2 for overview of drugs and crime).

Transnational and organised crime
The AIC has worked in collaboration with a number 

of law enforcement and intelligence agencies within 

Australia including the Australian Crime Commission, 

the Australian Federal Police (AFP), the AGD, 

Australian Customs Service (ACS), and the Australian 

Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC). 

The nature of that collaboration has included the 

provision of briefi ngs on transnational crime types, 

the evaluation of crime and trend assessments 

and presentations and workshops on key issues. 

In 2006 the AIC worked closely with a number of 

key stakeholders to inform the development of 

anti-corruption initiatives under the Government’s 

aid program, including the publication of a report that 

reviewed anti-corruption strategies. 

The AIC undertook a review of ATS supply and 

demand in the Oceania region, based on published 

material and limited consultations. It also received 

funding from the Australian Customs Service and 

the AGD in 2007 to undertake an assessment of 

the nature and extent of regional knowledge and 

understanding about the dangers of ATS precursors. 

Economic and high tech crime
The AIC has continued its innovative research into 

economic and high tech crime. Research staff 

have delivered presentations on a variety of fraud 

and fi nancial crime topics throughout the year in 

Australia and overseas. A project funded by the 

Australian Taxation Offi ce, on serious taxation fraud 

prosecutions, was completed in 2007. As part of 

its collaborative research, and in close cooperation 

with the Australian High Tech Crime Centre (AHTCC), 

the AIC provided reports and analysis for the AHTCC 

on issues related to fi ghting high tech crime in 

Australia. The outcomes of this research were 

published in a series of papers and high-tech crime 
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briefs, and underpinned various public and in-house 

presentations. A major body of work was conducted 

in 2006–07 that examined future directions in 

high tech crime. Resource material was also being 

developed for prosecutors and the judiciary on high 

tech crime, forensic and evidentiary issues.

Funding from the Proceeds of Crime Act is being 

used to undertake a cybercrime survey of at least 

16,000 Australian businesses. The main survey aims 

to estimate the prevalence and types of computer 

security incidents businesses experience, as well as 

the costs and types of risk minimisation technologies 

used. The pilot survey was conducted in 2006–07 

with 1,000 businesses contacted across Australia.

The Australasian Consumer Fraud Taskforce funded 

an AIC project to scope the nature of consumer 

fraud and understand scam methodologies as 

well as how to assess the scope and impact of 

consumer fraud. Based on this research, a paper 

was released providing an overview of consumer 

scams in Australia.

During 2006–07 the AIC was given the responsibility 

of surveying another important area of fraud – 

against Australian Government agencies – on an 

annual basis. Government departments and statutory 

agencies are required to report on fraud in their 

annual report. To collate information to inform a whole 

of government reporting requirement the Institute 

has developed an online survey so that participants 

can more effi ciently and effectively complete a 

questionnaire that seeks information on types and 

frequency of fraudulent activity, and of prevention 

measures in place.

Criminal justice responses
The National Deaths in Custody program was set up 

in response to the fi ndings of the Royal Commission 

into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. The program 

reports on annual data and long term trends in 

relation to the type and cause of death of persons in 

prison and in police custody. There were 34 deaths 

in prison custody and 20 in police custody and 

custody-related operations in 2005. 

In terms of policing, reports were released during 

the year based on research funded by the National 

Drug Law Enforcement Research Fund (NDLERF). The 

project on the policing implications of illicit drug use 

in Indigenous communities involved a survey of police 

in four jurisdictions. Two reports were released – a 

major report on the study’s fi ndings, and one that 

outlined a good practice framework for this policing 

work. The other project funded by NDLERF resulted in 

a report being released that outlined a performance 

measurement framework for drug law enforcement 

in Australia (See Case study 2 for further information).

Another monitoring program – on juvenile detention 

in Australia – is based on a yearly census of juvenile 

detainees in every jurisdiction in Australia. It reports 

on the number, rate, age, gender and Indigenous 

status of young people under custodial sentence.

The Victorian juvenile justice outcome project 

commenced in 2006–07 and involves examining the 

strengths and weaknesses associated with the use of 

recidivism as the principal measure of juvenile justice 

outcomes. Funded by the Juvenile Justice Service of 

the Offi ce for Children in the Victorian Department of 

Human Services, this project began in January 2007. 

The fi rst phase involves a longitudinal analysis of 10 

years of outcomes for juveniles who have had contact 

with the juvenile justice system since 1997. 

Research was completed in 2006–07 on the 

reintegration of Indigenous male prisoners into 

society. The research, commissioned by the state and 

territory correction agencies, involved the collection 

and analysis of data on adult male prisoners whose 

major offence was violent. Recidivism outcomes 

over a two year period were examined. In addition, 

interviews and meetings were held with key 

stakeholders, including prisoners and correctional 

staff, in four jurisdictions. 
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Case study 2

Drugs and crime

Through DUMA, and its research activities more generally, the AIC makes a major 

contribution to informing national efforts to reduce harmful drug use, including drug 

crime and drug-related offending. In global and national reports on illicit drug use, and 

in international and national meetings, the AIC provides statistics and research fi ndings 

that can improve the evidence base on levels of use among sections of the population, 

and criminal justice responses to the use, and supply and distribution of drugs and their 

precursor chemicals.

ATS were a major concern in 2006–07, and long term DUMA data highlighted the upward 

trend in methylamphetamine use (see Figure 2) although in recent years there has been a 

levelling off. However, there were signifi cant variations in levels of methylamphetamine use 

across the total of nine sites as highlighted in the new sites in Darwin and Melbourne (see 

Mouzos et al. 2007). 

 
Figure 2:  DUMA: positive methylamphetamine tests, 1999–2006 (percent)
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Papers released during the year on partner violence, the link between drug use and 

property offending, and benzodiazepine use, used DUMA data (Mouzos & Smith 2007; 

Payne 2007; Loxley 2007). Previous work on lifetime drug use and offending by prisoners 

and juveniles in detention continued to result in publications (Payne 2007; Johnson 2007). 

In 2006–07, policing responses were a dominant area of research with major reports and 

papers on policing of illicit drugs in rural and remote communities (Delahunty & Putt 2006a; 

Delahunty & Putt 2006b; Putt & Delahunty 2006), performance measurement in drug law 

enforcement (Willis, Homel & Gray 2006; Willis & Homel 2006), and police drug diversion, 

involving the analysis of rates of recidivism among those diverted. Other research focused 

on follow up work on the Queensland drug courts, and policing and court responses to 

Indigenous defendants with substance abuse issues.

In addition to convening three national roundtables on drug related themes and giving 

presentations at major drug conferences, the AIC held a one day conference in Darwin in 

August 2006 on Family violence, drug and alcohol use in remote communities. Research 

staff also gave presentations and facilitated workshops on drug diversion in the Northern 

Territory and on policing drugs in rural and remote communities in Queensland. Staff also 

presented fi ndings from research and from DUMA to key stakeholder groups and to the 

Executive Director of the UNODC, during his visit to Australia in June 2007. 

Eleven publications on drugs and crime were produced during the year. The full list of 

these is available in the online version of this report at http://www.aic.gov.au/institute/

anreport/2007/
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In terms of courts, follow up work was undertaken 

during the year on Queensland’s drug courts with 

a report prepared for the Queensland Department of 

Justice and Attorney-General. The AIC has also begun 

a project, funded by Queensland’s Attorney-General 

and Department of Justice, to determine how well the 

Murri Court is doing in reducing the rates of failure to 

appear in court, as well as decreasing the reoffending 

rate and the number of court orders breached by 

Indigenous offenders.

A project fi nalised during the year looked at criminal 

trials that do not commence on the scheduled day. 

The research provided data on the proportion of 

trials in this category and the reasons for delays. 

The fi ndings of the research were distributed 

throughout the judicial system and received 

positive feedback (see Case study 3 on page 30). 

A consultancy project that reviewed public attitudes 

toward Commonwealth criminal penalties and whether 

they are consistent with community expectations was 

completed during the year for the AGD. 

Capacity building
During 2006–07, the AIC continued to help key 

stakeholders build capacity to prevent and reduce 

crime. In addition to several studies already 

mentioned in the section on criminal justice 

responses, specifi c program reviews included an 

evaluation of the effectiveness and effi ciency of the 

WA Government’s Responsible Parenting Initiative. 

Capacity building initiatives ranged from the 

establishment of collaborative research and 

development arrangements with partner organisations 

to formal workshop and conference presentations. 

In 2006–07 the AIC continued its collaborative 

research and development project with the WA 

Offi ce of Crime Prevention. The project is designed to 

develop processes for better linking crime prevention 

and community safety research to strategic policy, 

program implementation and evaluation functions, 

as well as delivering professional development 

opportunities for both agencies.

Collaborative capacity building underpins a three year 

agreement with the AGD, to assist with the National 

Community Crime Prevention Programme (NCCPP). 

The focus is on improving the quality of project 

design, evaluation and monitoring of local community 

initiatives. During the year the AIC was involved in 

conducting community workshops, drafting tip sheets 

on aspects of crime prevention and community safety, 

and providing input into evaluative frameworks and 

assessment of locally based proposals. The AIC was 

also commissioned during the year to undertake 

a review of NCCPP and consultations commenced 

towards the end of the fi nancial year.

AFP funding enabled the AIC to undertake research 

and produce a report on missing persons in Australia, 

identifying at risk groups and best practice in 

relation to prevention, early intervention support 

and referral. It also looked at how a more networked 

approach to policy and practice can be achieved and 

recommended future priorities for research.

During  2006–07, the Institute also continued to 

provide assistance to the Australian Agency for 

International Development (AusAID) on several fronts, 

including assessment of a range of community 

and business crime and justice surveys in Papua 

New Guinea, and on a project proposal for the 

southeast Asian region. The AIC also undertook 

some short-term consultancy work for several key 

stakeholders, such as AGD and ACS. 
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Longer term impacts
Table 1 shows outputs and outcomes for projects 

current in 2006–07. It can be diffi cult for a research 

agency to identify outcomes within the same year 

as the research was undertaken, as it sometimes 

takes several years for its impact to be apparent. 

The value of research data is not only in the initial 

study. Often the data may be reanalysed to answer 

a different question or initial analyses may be pooled 

into a larger meta-analysis that enables a more 

authoritative conclusion to be drawn about the 

effi cacy of a particular intervention or phenomenon. 

Monitoring trends, and hence our capacity to model 

future outcomes and impacts, requires signifi cant 

investment in long term data collection systems. 

Such modelling cannot occur until the collections 

have been established.

The Institute reviews client satisfaction at the end 

of each project and monitors public and media 

interest in its work. We note references in the media 

and the literature to our work and publications, 

and keep a watching brief on legislative reforms. 

However it can be diffi cult to discern if a particular 

legislative change was the direct result of one 

particular piece of research. More often than not 

it results from a culmination of research and public 

concern about a particular matter.

An example of AIC work that has had a known 

direct impact on legislative reform was a study on 

drinking spiking undertaken in 2005. This work led 

to SCAG agreeing to the development of a section 

of the Model Criminal Code to cover this offence. 

Queensland and South Australia have subsequently 

introduced legislation in this area.

Another example of longer term impact is the 

selection in 2007 of a speech by Adam Graycar, 

Kiah McGregor and Toni Makkai in 2001 on drugs 

and law enforcement in the International Harm 

Reduction Association’s top 50 publications on 

policing of drug use.

Maintaining the quality of the Institute’s collection has 

been shown to have direct benefi ts. An example is the 

Institute’s homicide monitoring program which was 

seen to have probative value in the R v Dupas [2004] 

VSC 253 (21 July 2004) case.

Table 1: Summary of outputs and impacts, 2006–07

Programs/projects Key outputs Outcome/impact

Violent crime

NHMP Annual report 

Provision of data to 

key agencies

Increased public and key stakeholder awareness of 

homicide trends

Homicide data used as indicator of national efforts to 

overcome Indigenous disadvantage

National armed robbery program Annual report 

1 T&I

Provision of data to 

key agencies

Increased awareness amongst the public and industry 

groups of armed robbery characteristics and trends

ACT family violence incidents Report published by 

client 

Informs monitoring of family violence and responses over 

time

ACT Indigenous victims of family 

violence

Consultancy report 

to client

Improved evidence on violent victimisation in Indigenous 

communities
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Table 1: Summary of outputs and impacts, 2006–07 (continued)

Programs/projects Key outputs Outcome/impact

ACT sexual assault data Consultancy report 

to client

1 presentation

Informed efforts to improve tracking of sexual assault 

matters within the criminal justice system

Increased awareness of sexual assault occurrence and risk 

factors

Community attitudes to violence 

against women in Victoria

Report published by 

client

1 presentation

Improved evidence base on community attitudes

Informed strategic planning and policy responses to 

violence against women

Criminal justice system responses to 

sexual assault

1 roundtable

Consultancy report 

to client

2 papers to client

Informed strategic planning by key stakeholder

Property crime

National fi rearms theft monitoring 

program

Annual report 

Provision of data to 

key agencies

Increased awareness of the nature and extent of fi rearm 

theft amongst the public and key stakeholders

Informs the deliberations of the APMC Firearms Policy 

Working Group

Bushfi re arson 1 T&I 

1 roundtable

12 Bushfi re arson 

bulletins

Increased awareness amongst key stakeholders of issues

Improved public awareness of bushfi re arson

Crime against small business 1 T&I Increased public and key stakeholder awareness of the 

extent and nature of crime against small business

Illegal activities in Australian fi shing 

industry

Consultancy report 

to client

Increased awareness of issues amongst key stakeholders

Informing policy and practice responses to illegal activities

Drugs

DUMA 1 technical workshop

2 annual reports

3 T&Is

4 newsletters

Provision of data to 

key agencies

Improved evidence base on illicit drug use and offending 

with data cited in international and national reports on drug 

trends

Expansion of program to two new sites

Amphetamine-type stimulants 

strategy

Draft report to client

Clandestine laboratory site 

remediation

Consultancy report 

to client

1 roundtable

Increased stakeholder awareness of current practices and 

issues

Drug use careers of offenders 1 T&I 

1 TBP

Informing correctional policy and practice responses to drug 

dependency among inmates
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Table 1: Summary of outputs and impacts, 2006–07 (continued)

Programs/projects Key outputs Outcome/impact

Transnational and organised crime

Precursor chemical trade in Oceania Draft report to client

Transnational crime 1 TBP

2 roundtables

Informed development of strategies to address corruption 

Increased public and key stakeholder awareness 

of effective responses to corruption

Economic and high tech crime

Consumer fraud 1 T&I 

Consultancy report 

to client

Increased public awareness of consumer fraud

High tech crime 6 High tech crime 

bulletins

2 reports to client

3 T&Is

Increased public and key stakeholder awareness of issues

Informed policy and practice responses to high tech crime

Serious tax fraud prosecutions Draft report to client

Technology and crime 1 T&I Increased public and key stakeholder awareness 

of responses to technology enabled crime

International Crime Victimisation 

Survey

1 T&I Improved information on trends in internet purchasing

Criminal justice responses

National juveniles in detention 

monitoring program

Annual report 

Provision of data 

to  key agencies

Data used in the annual report on government services 

by the Steering Committee on Government Services

National deaths in custody monitoring 

program

Annual report

Provision of data 

to key agencies

Monitoring implementation and impact of RCIADC 

recommendations

Data used in report to UN

Community attitudes to 

Commonwealth criminal penalties

Consultancy report 

to client

Informed policy deliberations 

Criminal trial delays 1 RPP Informing policy and practice reforms in the criminal 

justice sector

Criminal justice responses to 

substance abuse and offending in 

Indigenous communities

1 roundtable

Draft report to client

Performance measurement in drug 

law enforcement

Report published by 

client

1 T&I

Framework to inform future performance monitoring 

by police

Policing of illicit drugs in remote and 

regional Indigenous communities

2 reports published 

by client

1 T&I

Increasing public and key stakeholder awareness of nature 

and extent of use, and of good practice responses

Informing policy and practice responses to illicit drug use

Queensland drug court evaluation Draft report to client
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Table 1: Summary of outputs and impacts, 2006–07 (continued)

Programs/projects Key outputs Outcome/impact

Capacity building 

Air cargo trial evaluation Consultancy report 

to client

Informed operational and policy decision making

Crime prevention capacity building 12 CRMs Increased public and key stakeholder awareness of crime 

prevention good practice

International assistance PNG crime survey 

assessments to client

Improved research design and instruments

Missing persons 1 roundtable

Draft report to client

NCCPP partnership 2 workshops 

10 tip sheets

Ongoing advice to 

AGD

Improved evaluative frameworks

Increased community awareness of program and of crime 

prevention

Publishing 
The Institute meets the Minister’s expectations 

on the dissemination of research fi ndings through 

a variety of approaches, including presentations, 

conferences and, most signifi cantly, publications. 

The AIC has a number of publication series, each 

in a different format, from the fortnightly, single 

page Crime facts info sheets to the longer, in-depth 

Research and public policy series. The goal of these 

activities is to ensure that the research fi ndings 

produced by AIC researchers are disseminated to 

key stakeholders and the public in the most effi cient 

and effective fashion. 

During the  2006–07 fi nancial year, the AIC continued 

to produce quality relevant publications in a timely 

fashion including:

Australian crime: facts and fi gures 2006• 

27 reports• 

50 fact sheets• 

3 newsletters• 

the 2005–06 annual reports of the AIC • 

and the CRC.

The AIC also produces reports to clients on a 

consulting basis. A full list of AIC publications is 

provided in Appendix 1. Articles and papers by staff 

in non-AIC publications are listed in Appendix 2.

Print versions of AIC publications are available 

for sale from the AIC. Electronic versions of all 

publications are available on the website at 

http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/

Review and publication process
All publications are subject to a rigorous refereeing 

process before they are accepted for publication. 

Drafts are reviewed by AIC staff including the Director 

and senior analysts. Publications are also subject to 

external review. All publications are also edited to 

conform to the AIC publishing style guide. The AIC 

has been accepted by the Department of Education, 

Science and Training as an accredited publisher 

for purposes of university funding under the higher 

education research data collection requirements. 

This accreditation covers the peer reviewed, and 

commercially published Trends & issues in crime and 

criminal justice and Research and public policy series.

For many years, AIC reports have been distributed 

in north America by Criminal Justice Press. With 

changes in publishing, including online full text 
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availability and credit card purchases, the volume of 

business transacted decreased and the arrangement 

ceased early in 2007. The Institute has appreciated 

its warm relationship with Criminal Justice Press over 

the years.

Dissemination and promotion 
of AIC work
The AIC continues to hold relevant conferences, 

occasional seminars and roundtables. These 

are attended by groups including researchers, 

law enforcement agencies, policy makers and 

practitioners.

In addition to the more structured roundtables and 

conferences, the Director and staff have disseminated 

AIC work in the form of presentations to meetings of 

criminal justice practitioners, government agencies, 

academics, politicians and other interested parties. 

These presentations are listed in Appendix 3.

AIC material is also disseminated through the AIC’s 

email alerting service. Subscribers to this service 

receive all fact sheets and notifi cations of any new 

AIC releases or events. 

Conferences
Communities in action for crime prevention: 

International Centre for the Prevention of Crime 

Sixth Annual Colloquium. The 6th annual colloquium 

of the International Centre for the Prevention of 

Crime (ICPC) was held at the National Museum of 

Australia in Canberra from 14-15 September 2006. 

The colloquium was jointly organised by the 

International Centre for the Prevention of Crime, 

the Community Safety and Justice Branch of the 

AGD and the AIC. It drew together practitioners, 

professionals and academics involved in the 

development of community programs aimed at 

reducing crime. 

Keynote speakers included Dr Sue Gordon AM, 

Chair of the National Indigenous Council, Emeritus 

Professor W.G. (Kit) Carson, an Honorary Professorial 

Research Fellow of the University of Melbourne 

and Professor Emeritus at La Trobe university and 

Scott Rankin, Director of Big hART. AIC staff gave 

presentations and acted as rapporteurs.

The AIC also ran its fi rst one-day conference in 2006.

Family violence, drug and alcohol use in remote 

communities, 18 August 2006, Darwin. The 

conference was jointly hosted by the Department 

of Justice of the Northern Territory and attracted 

over 100 participants. The conference was a trial in 

response to recommendations in the communications 

review that one-day conferences be held in major 

centres away from Canberra to reduce costs and 

increase accessibility to organisations distant 

from southeastern Australia. The conference was 

co-sponsored by the Northern Territory Government 

and was considered highly effective by participants. 

This satisfactory outcome, combined with positive 

feedback, means one day conferences are likely to be 

held again.

Papers from these conferences are on the AIC’s 

website at http://www.aic.gov.au/conferences 

Roundtable discussions
Roundtable discussions are workshops designed to 

facilitate exploration of contemporary issues related 

to public policy by experts and stakeholders. The AIC 

organises these discussions to develop and maintain 

a common and current knowledge base relating 

to signifi cant issues and to encourage strategic 

information sharing between policy and program 

agencies and practitioners.

Nine roundtables were held this fi nancial year.

Anti-corruption, 26 July 2006. The AIC hosted 

this roundtable with AusAID following the release 

of the white paper on Australian aid. The roundtable 

discussed law and justice initiatives, monitoring 

and evaluation.

Traffi cking, 28 July 2006. The AIC hosted 

this roundtable with OfW to identify research 

methodologies to investigate how to respond to 
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Delays in criminal trials have been a concern in Australia and overseas. Two commonly 

reported reasons for delay are the growth in trial initiations and the increasing complexity 

of trials. Failure to proceed as scheduled on the day of listing can contribute considerably 

to the length of a trial and consume signifi cant criminal justice resources through backlogs 

and delay, even where the failure to proceed occurs due to a late change in plea to guilty. 

A national research project estimated the proportion of criminal trials in Australian courts 

that do not proceed on the day of listing and ascertained the reasons for this. Funded by 

the AGD, the project analysed quantitative data from courts across Australian states and 

territories. Consultations were undertaken with more than 60 key stakeholders from 42 

criminal justice agencies.

The data analysis found that more than half (from 61% to 86%) of all listed criminal trials 

failed to commence on the listed day. The data show that, of every 10 trials listed in the 

Australian criminal jurisdictions, on average:

three will proceed as scheduled• 

four will be fi nalised without trial, either by way of guilty plea or prosecution withdrawal• 

three will be adjourned and re-listed for another hearing.• 

The research identifi ed three main reasons that defendants plead guilty at the last minute: 

late plea negotiation between the defence and prosecution, a diffi cult or apathetic client, or 

defendants advised not to negotiate earlier. 

Key factors in the withdrawal of matters include: the role of the committal hearing in 

determining if there is suffi cient evidence; the preparedness of the prosecution; and 

unexpected issues arising. 

The main reasons for adjournment include the court’s inability to provide judicial and court 

resources, and requests by the defence, prosecution or both. As a result the report divides 

factors underlying trial adjournment/withdrawal into those in which the inability to proceed is 

the result of deliberate actions or inactions by the parties, and those that are unavoidable.

Case study 3

Criminal trials: research 
on outcomes of initial listings
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The report calls for implementation of the 56 recommendations of the 1999 Standing 

Committee of Attorneys-General (SCAG) working group on criminal trial procedures and 

identifi es four key priority areas to be addressed:

improving the quantity, quality and timeliness of information sharing and communication • 

between the investigating authorities, prosecution, defence and the court

promoting earlier discussion and consideration of a guilty plea with the defendant• 

improving certainty in trial listings• 

improving services for victims and witnesses and encouraging greater participation in the • 

criminal trial process.

Reference
Payne J 2007. Criminal trial delays in Australia: trial listing outcomes. Research and public 

policy series no. 74. http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/rpp/74/rpp74.pdf

Figure 3: Criminal trials: reasons for not proceeding on day of listing (percent)
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potential cases in Australia of traffi cking for the 

purposes of sexual exploitation.

Clandestine laboratories, 11 July, 18 July, 25 July 

2006. Discussions focused on the steps required to 

develop and implement a formal remediation process, 

and on associated legal and resources implications.

NCCPP workshop, 13 September 2006. This 

roundtable, held with the AGD, was designed to 

build capacity among representatives of community 

crime prevention projects. The workshop was held in 

conjunction with the ICPC colloquium. 

Drug diversion, 18 October 2006. This roundtable, 

hosted with the Department of Health and Ageing, 

discussed the national collection of data on police 

diversion of people apprehended for drugs offences 

and related data access issues.

Drug Use Monitoring in Australia technical meeting, 

23–24 November 2006. The annual technical 

workshop decided on data collection priorities for the 

coming year and heard presentations on key issues.

Missing persons, 12 December 2006. The roundtable 

identifi ed key issues and the way forward for the 

project’s stakeholders.

National police custody, 23 April 2007. Held with 

state and territory police agencies, the roundtable 

discussed data variables, design and implementation 

of the 2007 survey of persons held in police custody.

Sex offender treatment, 8 May 2007. State/territory 

and New Zealand corrections offi cers investigated 

content and good practice in the delivery of sex 

offender treatment programs in prisons.

Seminars
Occasional seminars are held at the Institute on 

a variety of topics. Speakers are generally visiting 

Canberra and are invited to make a short presentation 

to AIC staff and invited participants on their areas of 

expertise. Appendix 4 lists public seminars hosted 

by the AIC this fi nancial year. Details of AIC seminars 

can be found at http://www.aic.gov.au/conferences/

occasional. The AIC also held a number of in-house 

seminars over the past 12 months where staff 

presented fi ndings from their research or papers to 

be delivered to other meetings.

Media liaison
The AIC continues to be consulted on a wide range 

of criminological issues by the media. This contact 

involves the media seeking comment on AIC work, 

other agencies’ work and general background 

information and statistics on crime within Australia. 

Table 2 shows the extent of this contact. 

Table 2: Media liaison, 2006–07

Number of media requests 255

Number of media interviews 56

Number of AIC media releases 7

Number of releases of AIC products by the 

Minister/other Ministers

4

The AIC issued fi ve media releases during the year, on 

armed robberies, the health of post-release prisoners, 

crime against ethnic business, group violence, and 

homicide. Copies of all media releases are on the 

AIC’s website at http://www.aic.gov.au/media

The main topic areas where the AIC was mentioned in 

the media were drugs and crime, fi rearms, violence, 

cybercrime, homicide, arson and fraud. Although the 

drink spiking project was completed last fi nancial 

year, it was still a popular topic for media mentions. 

For the fi rst time, there was a noticeable use of AIC 

research in blogs.

Parliament
The AIC presented submissions to, and appeared 

before, three Commonwealth Parliamentary inquiries 

this year:

Senate Standing Committee on Legal and • 

Constitutional Affairs inquiry into older people 

and the law
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House of Representatives Standing Committee • 

on Family and Human Services inquiry into the 

impact of illicit drug use on families

Joint Committee on the Australian Crime • 

Commission inquiry into the future impact of 

serious and organised crime on Australian society.

The AIC was mentioned substantively 11 times 

in Parliament during the year. The work mentioned was 

on fi rearms, bushfi re arson, costs of crime, cybercrime, 

reporting to police and violence against women.

The AIC also made a submission to the Queensland 

Crime and Misconduct Commission inquiry into 

policing in Indigenous communities.

Australian Crime and Violence 
Prevention Awards
The annual Australian Crime and Violence Prevention 

Awards are designed to reward good practice in the 

prevention or reduction of violence and other types 

of crimes in Australia, to encourage public initiatives 

and to assist governments identify and develop 

practical projects that will reduce violence and other 

types of crime in the community. The annual awards 

are sponsored by the Commonwealth Heads of 

Government and the APMC. They include monetary 

awards totalling $130,000.

The 2006 Australian Crime and Violence Prevention 

Awards were presented to the winners by Senator 

the Honourable Chris Ellison, Minister for Justice and 

Customs, on Thursday 30 November 2006. There 

were four national community award winners and two 

national police award winners. 

COMMUNITY AWARD WINNERS

Chance on Main (Tasmania)

This is an intervention program for young people aged 

14–19 who are at risk of being involved in criminal 

or antisocial activities, or dropping out of school or 

training, or becoming homeless and disconnected from 

their families. The methods used are:

mentoring by high profi le community and sporting • 

personalities, intensive individual support and 

counselling 

providing support to the families of young people • 

involved in the program and hands-on activity 

programs on and off site, (for example, metal 

work and computer training). 

This model is unique in Tasmania. The young people 

involved are often seen as ‘diffi cult’ by mainstream 

service providers and a concern for police, 

education and health personnel. The need for an 

early intervention program for this target group was 

identifi ed from extensive consultation over fi ve years, 

involving relevant service providers, surveys of the 

Glenorchy community and in-depth consultation with 

young people.

Gove Peninsula Community Patrol (Northern Territory)

The Gove Peninsula Community Patrol provides 

a service across all inhabited areas located on the 

Gove Peninsula. These patrols work closely with other 

support agencies in assisting community members 

needing advice or information, or who have placed 

themselves in a situation where they may be at risk. 

The patrol is staffed by Yolgnu women seeking to 

reduce the impact of alcohol abuse on the individual 

and the community. They encourage responsible 

drinking, settle drunken confl icts and take intoxicated 

people home or away from dangerous areas such 

as roadsides. It is an extremely diffi cult job requiring 

committed and passionate workers.

Unlike major urban centres of the Northern Territory, 

the Yolgnu people are still very attached to traditional 

law and a traditional way of life. The Yolgnu women 

have a very good understanding of people who are, 

in general, close relatives that are under the infl uence 

of alcohol and other drugs. As close relatives they are 

able, in most cases, to deal with situations that arise.

Make It Work: Employment and Mentoring Program 

(Victoria)

Make It Work is a support program for offenders, 

most of whom are bailees of the Melbourne 

Magistrates’ Court. The program provides 

employment and vocational training assistance, 

help with other support needs through referrals and 

a mentoring program to an average of 100 people 
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each year. All assistance aims to reduce recidivism. 

A three year evaluation of Make It Work conducted 

by Deakin University reveals the program has 

performed impressively compared to other similar 

national and international programs. The program 

addresses educational and vocational shortfalls 

faced by offenders in re-entry into the community 

by preparing prisoners to re-enter the work force, 

actively marketing this client group to employers 

and providing post placement support. Work 

preparation training and other career development 

training or courses are provided through linkage to 

an established network of service providers and a 

trained volunteer community mentor, who assists the 

client with integrating with their community.

Residential Beef Cattle Production Training Program 

(Northern Territory)

The training program includes competency units in 

a number of areas related to beef cattle production. 

The program runs for four weeks at the Juno Horse 

Centre in a residential stock camp setting, with one 

week at the NT Rural College. It is funded by the 

Commonwealth and Northern Territory Governments 

as well as the NT Rural College and Youth 

Development Unit.

The program aims to engage participants in gainful 

employment or further training. The long term aims 

are that program graduates can help decrease 

antisocial and offending behaviour by acting as role 

models for the community.

POLICE AWARD WINNERS

Homelands Partnership (Queensland)

This project is concerned with homelessness in the 

central business district of Cairns and related issues 

of public drunkenness, antisocial behaviour and 

public fears about crime. An agreement with local 

liquor stores was made not to sell wine casks before 

4pm to reduce public drunkenness. Outstanding fi nes 

were also allowed to be paid in instalments in order 

to reduce crimes such as stealing and begging. 

Northern Territory Police Violent Crime Reduction 

Strategy (Northern Territory)

This strategy aims to reduce domestic violence 

by improving police response times to domestic 

violence calls, education and early intervention. 

Targeting offenders early in their cycle of offending, 

perpetrators’ behaviours are monitored and 

action taken before violence occurs. Police action 

is measured each quarter through operational 

performance review processes. Marketing of the 

strategies to the Northern Territory community has 

been integral to its success. 

Communications review
The AIC commissioned a review of its communication 

with stakeholders and clients in January 2006. The 

review found that the Institute was highly regarded 

for the quality and independence of its work. It was 

also noted that the Institute was responsive to both 

emerging trends and client needs and was infl uential 

at all levels of government. However the review found 

that the agency needed to develop a more effective 

communication strategy beyond its key stakeholders 

including a review of its publications.

The information gathered by this report and its 

recommendations fed into a second consultancy on 

the public affairs function presented in June 2007. 

This report noted that while a range of AIC activity 

had grown there had not been a corresponding 

growth in communication support functions. 

The strategy outlined in this report will be actioned 

during the coming fi nancial year.

Internships
Summer interns are selected from students at 

Australian universities in their last or second last 

year of study. Internships are intended to provide the 

students with a working knowledge of the AIC. This 

year, the AIC appointed seven interns, who worked 

on projects related to drug diversion, juvenile justice 

issues in Victoria, NARMP, the National Deaths in 
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Custody program, the precursor chemical trade in 

Oceania and the preparation of Crime facts info and 

AICrime reduction matters fact sheets. Through the 

Australian National Internships Program, a student 

from the Australian National University was hosted 

and supervised at the AIC to work on a bushfi re arson 

topic in the second half of 2006. 

Output 1.2: 
Library, information 
services to support 
policy advice and 
publications

AIC website
The Institute’s website (http://www.aic.gov.au) 

is the principal vehicle for the Institute to meet 

the Minister’s expectation of wide dissemination 

of the results of AIC research. It provides information 

about the work of the Institute and the CRC, and acts 

as a gateway to information on crime and criminal 

justice in Australia.

Over the past fi nancial year the website has been 

used more interactively to support the research 

program. A major initiative this fi nancial year was 

the launch in November of the Indigenous justice 

clearinghouse. Information Services worked closely 

with the NSW Attorney General’s Department on this 

project, which provides a web-based resource for 

researchers, policy makers and practitioners. For 

more information see Case study 4. 

A Hot Topics section was introduced on the website. 

The topics gather together key information and 

resources on a topic of current interest with the aim 

of anticipating requests to the Institute and guide 

web visitors to the most important material. Topics 

this year have included bushfi re arson, homicide, 

the Indigenous Justice Taskforce, deaths in custody, 

Schoolies Week and White Ribbon Day.

USE OF THE WEBSITE

During the 2006–07 fi nancial year, there was an 

average of 28,928 successful requests for pages 

per day from external search engines, with a high of 

38,747 occurring in May. The months with highest 

usage coincide with the end of the Australian and 

northern hemisphere academic years. The majority 

of requests (62%) are for AIC publications. The 

most requested AIC publication during the year was 

Australian crime: facts and fi gures. 

External searching, described above, leads people 

to the website. Searching within the site uses the 

website’s search engine, Funnelback. Use fl uctuates 

throughout the year, with an average of 17,400 

successful queries per month.

OTHER WEBSITES

A secure AIC website was set up towards the end of 

the fi nancial year. Using Verisign authentication, this 

will enable encrypted communication for four web 

initiatives for AIC stakeholders and for future research 

surveys, as required.

To improve the operating effi ciency of the AIC Board 

and the CRC, meeting papers and minutes are now 

posted to a closed website. This has considerably 

reduced the printing and distribution overheads for 

these meetings.

Information Services also maintains a protected 

section on the website for DUMA stakeholders. 

More detailed analyses of DUMA data than appear 

in the published report are posted to this site, where 

contributors also have access to their own data. In the 

new year, a web analyser will be made available on 

this closed site to enable stakeholders to undertake 

their own analysis.

A secure site was established during the year for 

NARMP to exchange data and communicate with 

stakeholders across Australia.

The annual Fraud Against the Australian Government 

survey has been placed on its own website.
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Case study 4

Indigenous justice 
clearinghouse

The Indigenous justice clearinghouse (http://www.indigenousjustice.gov.au) was initiated 

by the nation’s justice ministers in response to the high rate of incarceration of Indigenous 

people, to help governments develop better evidence-based responses to the complex and 

diffi cult issues facing Indigenous communities. The clearinghouse is a website that brings 

together knowledge about the wide range of work being done at a grassroots level to 

address justice issues in Indigenous communities. The website was developed by the AIC 

in collaboration with the NSW Attorney General’s Department (NSWAGD) and the pilot site 

was launched in November 2006 at a meeting of SCAG.

An Aboriginal artist, Garry Jones, developed the artwork for the website. Garry won the 

2000 Art of Place and National Indigenous Heritage Art (works on paper) Award.

The clearinghouse provides a single entry point for key information about Indigenous justice 

issues in Australia, with the website including:

an online forum for exchanging informal knowledge between decision makers, • 

researchers and practitioners in the fi eld

a register of Indigenous justice resources• 

concise briefs on existing research and evaluations and identifi cation of areas where • 

further research is needed

a news section, disseminating information about new reports and research.• 

The register of resources includes information about key publications and evaluations, 

datasets and research projects. At the end of the year there were 86 members of the 

forum. The fi rst research brief, on research into strong Indigenous communities, describes 

the variation in Indigenous crime rates among communities and what we know about safe 

communities that have low rates of assault and property offences. The brief describes 

what Australian research is available and suggests further research in this area based on 

innovative international research.

The pilot website will be evaluated early in the new fi nancial year, with a report to SCAG in 

November 2007.
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On a fee-for-service basis, the Institute has taken 

over, redesigned and now maintains the website 

of the Australian and New Zealand Society of 

Criminology.

The Institute maintained a website for the 

Australasian Police Multicultural Advisory Bureau for 

several years. With the abolition of the Bureau in April 

2007, the website was archived with the National 

Library of Australia’s Pandora project.

Intranet
Information Services continues to develop the intranet 

as the main knowledge sharing and development 

vehicle for the Institute, particularly for the uniform 

promulgation of policies, procedures and guidelines 

and for information about the Institute’s work to meet 

its governance commitments to the Minister. The 

Director’s instructions are the fi rst point of reference 

for Institute policies and they refer to other guidelines 

and procedures, along with delegations. All areas 

continue to develop procedures and guidelines and 

to make them available via the intranet. Linkages 

between the Institute’s document management 

system and the intranet ensure that staff have the 

current version of these documents at their fi ngertips.

In the past year there has been an emphasis on 

supporting internal committees, with the online 

provision of relevant information and minutes to 

committee members. Following the internal audit 

report on research documentation, particular 

efforts have been made to ensure that project 

documentation is up-to-date and available to all staff 

on the intranet.

A Director’s update has been added to the intranet, 

and the new section with information about the 

forthcoming building refurbishment is a keenly 

read area.

Major work was undertaken during the year to 

upgrade the intranet interface to the library database, 

with improved displays of records and particularly of 

linked records and documents.

JV Barry Library services
CLIENT SERVICES

Several important reference databases were added 

to the Institute’s resources during the year. Under 

a special agreement with Ebsco, one of the world’s 

major online and full text service providers, all 

issues of the AIC’s Trends & issues in crime and 

criminal justice series have been loaded to its 

SocIndex database, vastly expanding the discovery 

opportunities for the Institute’s main publications. 

The agreement includes a reduced price subscription 

to the database, to which all AIC staff have access. 

The extended access this brings to a range of 

social sciences literature, many articles in full text, 

improves the effi ciency of the discovery and delivery 

aspects of literature searches, whether conducted by 

researchers themselves or library staff on their behalf.

Other new databases include the Australian 

databases, Attorney-General’s Information Service 

(AGIS) and the AFP Database (AFPD). Although not 

full text services, these add considerably to our 

ability to fi nd and deliver relevant information to 

researchers. We have also subscribed to Thomson 

Law Book and LexisNexis, as work with legislation 

and cases is expected to increase with new project 

work into the future.

Library staff continued to work in collaboration with 

Institute researchers to ensure their work refl ects 

current, reliable and relevant information available 

in the public domain. They do this by providing both 

literature searching and current awareness services. 

Library staff take an active interest in research 

projects so that newly published material can be 

brought to the attention of individual researchers. 

The library also undertakes tailored literature 

searches and other reference work to support 

individual research projects.

Current awareness alerts continue to be produced 

on crime prevention, cybercrime, drugs, evaluation, 

Indigenous justice, juvenile justice, and people 

traffi cking and smuggling. Although produced 

primarily for agency staff, these alerts are also 
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available to stakeholders, as part of the Minister’s 

expectation that the Institute will distribute 

information widely. A new alert, on recidivism, was 

introduced during the year. 

Information Services contributes to two of the 

Institute’s monitoring programs, Deaths in Custody 

and NHMP, and to cybercrime, bushfi re arson and 

fraud against the Australian Government projects by 

fi nding and storing news articles on these topics. 

In addition it maintains fi les of newspaper articles 

about the Institute so that our media impact can be 

monitored. This was reported in the Public Affairs 

section of this report.

Major reference work was undertaken during the 

year to support research projects on cybercrime, 

sex traffi cking, ATS, money laundering, intellectual 

property, tax compliance, drugs and crime, sexual 

violence reporting in culturally and linguistically 

diverse and Indigenous communities, diversion of 

Indigenous offenders, clandestine drug laboratories, 

anti-corruption, fi rearms, arson, fraud, crime in the 

fi shing industry, recidivism, deaths in police custody, 

prison populations, airport security, drug driving, 

forensics, women in policing and missing persons.

CINCH DATABASE

The CINCH bibliographic database is compiled and 

maintained by Information Services. The database 

is one of the family of index databases for which 

access is provided by Informit (see http://informit.

com.au for more information). CINCH aims to include 

all new material about crime and criminal justice 

in Australasia – books, reports, journal articles, 

websites, conference proceedings and papers – with 

high quality subject indexing and abstracts. CINCH 

records are also available in the JV Barry Library’s 

catalogue on the Institute website.

At the end of June 2007, the database contained 

54,049 records. During the year 1,640 records were 

added, compared with 1,607 records for the previous 

year. The contractor for indexing for the CINCH 

database is Informed Sources Pty Ltd.

As Informit has improved its database updating 

and reporting processes, a number of older records 

have been referred back to the AIC for upgrading. 

This improves the quality of the database on our 

website as well.

DATASETS 

The Institute acquires or creates datasets for many 

of its research projects, and these are all captured 

and made available to Institute staff using the 

integrated library management system. The data 

collected can be leveraged to deliver other client 

data services where appropriate, and will be used 

for further analysis in future research projects.

COLLECTION

During the year 929 monographs were acquired in 

print or electronic format. Of these, 734 were gratis 

or exchange items and 195 were purchased. In the 

previous year, 729 monographs were received; 513 

being gratis or exchange items and 216 purchased. 

Staff borrowed 871 books, reports and journal issues, 

compared with 759 the previous year.

The library’s database now contains several 

material types – research projects, datasets, policies, 

procedures and even portable ICT equipment. 

The integrated library management system is used 

for records in the Institute’s knowledge base and 

provides links to it through the intranet.

The Institute has continued to make a cataloguing 

contribution to the National Library service, 

Libraries Australia. Libraries Australia is an internet 

based service that plays an essential part in the 

operation of hundreds of Australian libraries, 

facilitates the creation and sharing of quality 

cataloguing data for library materials, acts as the 

central resource in an effi cient interlibrary loans 

service and supports the provision of reference 

services. It provides access to the national database 

of material held in Australian libraries, known as the 

national bibliographic database. 



39

R
E

P
O

R
T

 O
N

 P
E

R
F

O
R

M
A

N
C

E

The Institute continues to send a monthly batch of 

electronic records to Libraries Australia for addition. 

These records are then either matched to existing 

records and a holding record added, or a new 

catalogue entry is created. This year the JV Barry 

Library contributed 547 cataloguing records to 

Libraries Australia. Of these, 345 were original 

cataloguing, indicating that, although our collection 

is not large, the Institute continues to house a valuable 

and uncommon resource. The remaining 202 items 

were additions of our holdings to existing records.

INTERLIBRARY LOANS

The library provides loans, interlibrary loans and 

document delivery services founded on partnerships 

and interlibrary cooperation. These activities enable 

the library to deliver publications, documents and 

information to AIC staff that are not available in 

the Institute’s own collection. The JV Barry Library 

continues to be a net lender in these schemes, 

indicating the value of the library’s collection to the 

nation. The library continues to actively support 

cooperative interlibrary lending schemes and 

utilises the National Library of Australia’s Libraries 

Australia document delivery service for the rest of 

its interlibrary loans work. Although full text fee for 

service databases are increasingly used for recent 

journal articles, there has not been an appreciable 

decrease in the number of articles requested by AIC 

staff or external libraries. 

During the year the library received 150 journal 

articles and 91 books on interlibrary loan for 

researchers and made 685 articles and 277 books 

available on interlibrary loan. The number of articles 

acquired on interlibrary loan for AIC researchers is 

rising, refl ecting increased use of all library services 

and the wider range of subjects being researched. An 

example is fi sheries, an area in which the library has 

limited holdings. 

CONTRIBUTIONS AND NETWORKS

Information Services also contributes news to 

the Crimnet list of criminal justice researchers, 

practitioners and policy makers about new AIC reports 

and activities and important news from Australia and 

overseas. Other discussion lists to which contributions 

are made cover Indigenous affairs, Australian policy, 

and international crime prevention.

The Institute is an active member of the World 

Criminal Justice Libraries Network. The Institute is 

a member of the planning committee for the next 

meeting of the Network, in 2008. 

The Institute continues to build relationships with the 

emergency management sector through involvement 

with the Australian Libraries in Emergency Services 

(ALIES) group and is also a member of the planning 

committee for its meeting in 2007. This group 

works closely with the Australian Disasters 

Information Network (AusDIN) group, coordinated 

by the AGD. An initiative of the ALIES network, in 

which the Institute is involved, is the development 

of a purchasing consortium for online services. 

If successful, this will enable us to subscribe to some 

database services which are otherwise too expensive. 

Cooperative interlibrary loan networks to which 

the library belongs include ALIES, Gratisnet (health 

libraries), GLASS (social sciences libraries) and the 

group of government criminal justice agency libraries 

in Australia.

The JV Barry Library continued to assist the Papua 

New Guinea Attorney-General’s Department by 

identifying criminal justice and criminological material 

in Australia to build and supplement the existing 

collection in the Department’s library in Papua New 

Guinea. The PNG library nominates material it would 

like to receive and the JV Barry Library packs and 

ships this to PNG up to three times each year.
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Financial performance

Table 3: Total resources for Outcome 1 ($’000)

2006–07 
budget 

forecasta
2006–07 
actualb

2007–08 
budget 

estimatec

Revenue from Government

Outcome 1 – To inform government of activities which aim to promote justice 

and reduce crime

Output 1.1 – Policy advice and publications 4,769 4,769 6,603

Output 1.2 – Library, information and reference services to support policy 

advice and publications

705 705 647

Total revenue from Government contributing to price of departmental 
outputs

5,329 5,329 7,250

Revenue from other sources

Outcome 1 – To inform government of activities which aim to promote justice 

and reduce crime

Output 1.1 – Policy advice and publications 2,805 3,227 1,226

Output 1.2 – Library, information and reference services to support policy 

advice and publications

44 34 24

Total revenue from other sources 2,849 3,261 1,250

Total revenue from departmental outputs 5,329 5,329 7,250

(Total revenues from government and from other sources) 8,178 8,590 8,500

Price of departmental outputs

Outcome 1 – To inform government of activities which aim to promote justice 

and reduce crime

Output 1.1 – Policy advice and publications 7,473 7,852 6,598

Output 1.2 – Library, information and reference services to support policy 

advice and publications

705 705 647

Total price of departmental outputs 8,178 8,557 8,495

Total estimated resourcing for Outcome 1
(Total price of outputs and administered appropriations)

8,178 8,557 8,495

Average staffi ng level (number) 50 50 53

a: 2007–08 Portfolio Budget Statements

b: Audited 2006–07 fi nancial statements

c: 2007–08 Portfolio Budget Statements
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External governance

Enabling legislation
The AIC was established under section 5 of the 

Criminology Research Act 1971 (the Act) as a body 

corporate. The functions of the AIC, as stated in 

section 6 of the Act, are:

a)  to conduct, or arrange for the conduct of, such 

criminological research as is approved by the 

Board [of Management] or is requested by the 

Attorney-General; 

b)  to communicate to the Commonwealth, the 

States, and the Northern Territory, the results of 

research conducted by the Institute; 

c)  to conduct, or arrange for the conduct of, such 

seminars and courses of training or instruction 

for persons engaged, or to be engaged, in 

criminological research or in work related to the 

prevention or correction of criminal behaviour as 

are approved by the Board or are requested by 

the Attorney-General; 

d)  to advise the [Criminology Research] Council 

in relation to needs for, and programs of, 

criminological research; 

e)  to provide secretarial and administrative services 

for the Council; 

f)  to give advice and assistance in relation to any 

research performed wholly or partly with moneys 

provided out of the Fund; 

g)  to give advice in relation to the compilation of 

statistics relating to crime; 

h)  to publish such material resulting from or 

connected with the performance of its functions 

as is approved by the Board:

(ha)  to collect information and statistics (without 

detracting from, and in the context of, the 

overall collecting and coordinating role of the 

Australian Bureau of Statistics);

(hb)  to provide information and advice to 

Departments, agencies and authorities 

of the Commonwealth, of the states, of 

the Australian Capital Territory and of 

the Northern Territory dealing with the 

administration of criminal justice; 

(hc)  to collaborate, in and outside Australia, 

with governments, institutions and 

authorities, and with bodies and persons, 

in relation to research, or the training 

of persons, in or in connection with the 

administration of criminal justice; and 

i)  to do anything incidental or conducive to the 

performance of any of the foregoing functions. 

Minister and portfolio
The Minister for Justice and Customs, Senator 

the Honourable David Johnston, is responsible for 

the Institute. He was appointed on 6 March 2007, 

replacing Senator the Honourable Chris Ellison. 

The AIC falls under the Attorney-General’s portfolio.

The Minister for Justice and Customs issued a 

statement of expectations to the AIC at the start 

of the 2006–07 fi nancial year. Included in this 

statement are expectations that the AIC would:

undertake impartial and policy relevant research of • 

the highest standards on crime and criminal justice 

work co-operatively with the AGD and portfolio • 

agencies in its role as the Australian government’s 

national research centre on crime and justice 

maintain and produce research information • 

of value to key stakeholders from its ongoing 

monitoring programs and other research activity 

actively disseminate research fi ndings to • 

policy makers, practitioners and the general 

public across Australia and internationally in 

a timely manner. 

The AIC formally committed to meet these 

expectations through the implementation of key 

performance indicators. At the end of the fi nancial 

year, the Minister agreed that the expectations 

had been met. Table 4 is a summary of the key 

performance indicators and how they were met.
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Table 4: Meeting the Minister’s expectations: key performance indicators 2006–07

Expectation KPIs achieved

Keep the Minister fully informed of its 

activities and alert the Minister to any 

signifi cant events related to the AIC’s 

core business in a timely manner

Quality of Ministerial submissions consistently assessed as good or excellent

Minister regularly informed of issues, including signifi cant events, affecting the AIC

Undertake impartial and policy relevant 

research work on crime and criminal 

justice that is of the highest standards

Research output targets met

Key stakeholder feedback on commissioned work consistently positive in terms of 

quality and policy relevance

Work co-operatively with the AGD 

and portfolio agencies in its role as 

the Australian government’s national 

research centre on crime and justice 

Regular meetings held between Director and Secretary

Consultancy research projects funded by AGD and Australian AFP

Memorandum of Understanding signed with ACS

AGD and portfolio staff participated in key national roundtables

Attended UN meetings and provided input into briefi ngs for UN meetings

Maintain and produce research 

information of value to key stakeholders 

from its ongoing monitoring programs 

and other research activity

All monitoring program annual reports released

Data from monitoring programs used in Overcoming Indigenous disadvantage report

Positive feedback from key stakeholders on contracted research products

$2.6m secured from external stakeholders for research consultancy services

Actively disseminate research fi ndings 

to policy makers, practitioners and the 

general public across Australia and 

internationally in a timely manner 

AIC co-hosted 1 international, 1 national conferences and convened 9 roundtables 

Publication of 27 reports (20 Trends & issues papers, 4 Technical and background 

reports, 7 Research and public policy reports)

50 fact sheets released

59 subject alerts distributed

56 media interviews with AIC staff

85 presentations at conferences and other stakeholder forums

Over 28,000 internet page requests per day, 62 percent for AIC publications

Assist and guide the CRC Secretariat and research advice services valued by CRC members

CRC website effectively managed by AIC

Effective project management, including 3 new, 9 continuing projects, 5 consultancies

Manage its fi nancial affairs in 

accordance with its legislative 

requirements under the Criminology 

Research Act 1971, Commonwealth 

Authorities and Companies Act 1997, 

and the Finance Minister’s Orders 

Unqualifi ed audit report at end of fi nancial year

Board satisfi ed with internal audits and standard of fi nancial reporting

Effectively implement and maintain high 

standards of corporate governance

Director’s instructions updated and implemented

All policies reviewed, updated and placed on intranet

New contract for HR management system

Adhere to the Public Service Code of 

Conduct 

1 breach of adherence investigated
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Board of Management
The Board of Management consists of the Director, 

three members appointed by the Attorney-General 

and four members appointed by the CRC.

Table 5: AIC Board members and deputy members at 30 June 2007

Appointed

Director

Dr Toni Makkai, Director, AIC 1/8/2004

Appointed by the Attorney-General of Australia

Professor Richard Fox (Chair) Faculty of Law, Monash University, Victoria 29/4/1998

Mr Nigel Hadgkiss APM, Deputy Commissioner, Australian Building and Construction Commission 11/4/2000

Dr Dianne Heriot, Assistant Secretary, Community Safety and Justice Branch, AGD 19/7/2006

Ms Joanne Blackburn, First Assistant Secretary, Criminal Justice Division, AGD 10/12/2004 to 19/7/2006

Appointed by the CRC

Mr Laurie Glanfi eld AM, Director-General, Attorney General’s Department, New South Wales 29/3/2006

Mr Richard Coates, Director, Offi ce of the Director of Public Prosecutions, Department of Justice, 

Northern Territory

29/3/2007

Mr Terrence Ryan, Director, Strategic Policy, Department of Justice & Attorney-General, 

Queensland

29/3/2007

Western Australian representative – vacant 29/3/2006

Deputy members

Mr John Draffi n, Assistant Commissioner, Australian Building and Construction Commission 14/10/2005

Ms Joanne Blackburn, First Assistant Secretary, Criminal Justice Division, AGD 24/7/2006

Dr Dianne Heriot, Assistant Secretary, Community Safety and Justice Branch, AGD 7/2/2005 to 19/7/2006

Mr Alan Van Zyl, Senior Policy Offi cer, Department of Justice, Northern Territory 13/4/2005

Mr Mark Pathe, Principal Policy Offi cer, Strategic Policy, Department of Justice & Attorney-

General, Queensland

26/7/2004

New South Wales – vacant

Western Australia – vacant

CRC Members are appointed for one calendar year 

and take up their appointments at the fi rst meeting of 

the calendar year. Table 5 shows the members of the 

AIC Board of Management at 30 June 2007. 
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The Board primarily:

provides general policy and strategic direction• 

sets strategic research priorities• 

ensures that strategic and corporate plans are in • 

place and objectives met

ensures that effective fi nancial management • 

structures and systems are in place

ensures that effective systems of internal • 

accountability, planning and control are in place

ensures the Institute operates within its charter • 

and legislation and adheres to a high standard of 

fi nancial and ethical conduct

endorses the Institute’s annual report and • 

transmits it to the Minister together with an 

audited fi nancial statement

oversees the Institute’s general performance• 

provides advice to the Director on Institute matters.• 

There were three Board meetings during the year: 

26 July 2006 in Melbourne, 22 November 2006 in 

Canberra and 30 March 2007 in Canberra. There was 

a 96 percent attendance by Board members or their 

deputies at these meetings.

Audit Committee
The Audit Committee was established in March 

1999 in accordance with the provision of 

section 32 of the Commonwealth Authorities and 

Companies Act 1997. The Committee’s primary role 

is to receive internal audit reports on the conduct of 

Institute business, undertake reviews in accordance 

with the approved audit work plan as approved by 

the Board of Management, monitor compliance with 

Committee recommendations and with legislative 

and other obligations.

The Audit Committee comprises all members of 

the Board of Management and meetings were 

coordinated with Board meetings on 26 July 2006 in 

Melbourne, 22 November 2006 in Canberra and 30 

March 2007 in Canberra.

The audits are reported on in the Internal governance 

section of this report.

AIC Ethics Committee
The AIC Ethics Committee has been operating since 

1992. It has seven members with backgrounds in 

law, religion, social work and research, as required 

by the National Health and Medical Research 

Council (NHMRC) guidelines for ethics committees. 

The current chairperson is Dr Deborah Mitchell. 

The Committee’s purpose is to advise the Director 

whether approval should be granted for projects to 

proceed under AIC auspices. It reviews proposed 

research projects involving human subjects to ensure 

that appropriate safeguards exist for conduct of the 

research to be consistent with ethical standards. 

During this reporting period the Committee reviewed 

and approved 16 proposals.

In March 2007, the NHMRC endorsed a new National 

Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research 

which sets out guidelines in the conducting of 

research with human participants. 

National research priorities
The AIC’s research falls mainly under priority area 

4, safeguarding Australia, and in particular the 

third goal of protecting Australia from terrorism and 

crime. It also contributes to the goal of strengthening 

Australia’s social and economic fabric under priority 

area 2, promoting and maintaining good health. 

As part of its implementation plan, the AIC has 

continued to pursue the following key strategies:

consultations and collaboration with key • 

stakeholders

building internal capacity• 

adding value to existing datasets.• 

In October 2006, the AIC provided to the Chief 

Scientist and the Department of Education, Science 

and Training its 2005–06 Annual Report and a three 

year summary report that overviewed progress on 

how it has been implementing the national research 

priorities. The Chief Scientist and the National 

Research Priorities (NRP) Committee provided positive 

feedback on this report.
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Internal governance

Organisation
The AIC seeks to promote a cooperative and 

harmonious work environment through: 

integrity•  – ethical and honest behaviour

professionalism•  – serving clients and 

stakeholders in a practical, diligent, thorough and 

objective fashion

openness•  – being accessible and responsive to 

staff, clients and stakeholders to build trust and 

confi dence

fairness•  – treating all people equitably and justly, 

respecting the diversity of ideas, backgrounds and 

cultures of staff, clients and stakeholders. 

The corporate direction has been effectively 

communicated to Institute staff through meetings to 

inform and update them on research projects and 

corporate issues and directions, and the intranet.

Corporate accountability
Corporate governance practices in the AIC are 

designed to ensure compliance with statutory and 

other external requirements aimed at achieving 

best practice in administrative and fi nancial 

management. These include an internal audit plan, 

Director’s instructions and all policies and procedures 

developed and available to staff on the intranet.

Management committees
Three management committees ensure that all 

sections are consulted in the operations of the 

Institute. They are:

The•  Executive Management Committee – 

provides advice to the Director on strategic issues. 

The committee comprises senior management.

The • Information Technology Committee – 

actively monitors the performance of the system 

and provides advice to the General Manager for 

Corporate Services on strategic directions and 

emerging issues. The committee is comprised 

of representatives from all areas of the Institute.

The • Public Affairs Committee – coordinates 

the work of the Research and Information 

Services teams in the delivery of conferences, 

publications, seminars, roundtables and other 

public affairs activities.

Board Audit Committee
The Board Audit Committee considered the following 

internal audit reports during 2006–07:

fi nancial statements quality assurance for the • 

2005–06 year (July 2006)

effi ciency and effectiveness of fi nancial • 

compliance (Oct 2006)

review of transition to the new payroll service • 

provider (May 2007)

fi nancial statements and reporting process review • 

(June 2007).

Following a tender process, the Institute 

appointed a new internal audit service provider, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Research framework
The AIC has put in place a comprehensive research 

framework which details the context and method by 

which all research should be carried out. This serves 

to maintain a clear focus and goal for research 

within the AIC’s legislated objectives and functions. 

The guidelines ensure that research conducted:

is of sound method and analysis• 

complies with ethical guidelines • 

uses appropriate analysis• 

presents fi ndings in a clear, concise and • 

jargon-free manner.

A value/risk assessment is undertaken before any 

research project begins. This assessment takes into 

account all issues that could arise from the research, 

from the integrity of the methodology to compliance 

with relevant legislation and stakeholder obligations.
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Other key policies have been developed in regard 

to document management and research practices. 

These cover:

copyright ownership and attribution• 

confi dentiality of information• 

document/paper classifi cation and disposal• 

outside earnings• 

media liaison• 

outside publishing• 

research conduct.• 

Building services
The AIC successfully negotiated an extension to 

its lease for a further fi ve years with the option of 

another fi ve years. As part of this process the Institute 

will be undertaking a major refurbishment of the 

building in the fi rst half of next fi nancial year. The fi nal 

designs for the refurbishment have been completed 

with consultation with staff and input from external 

specialists in design and construction. There will 

be a short term impact on Institute staff as it is 

necessary to relocate some staff off site during the 

four month process.

Risk management
The AIC’s risk management framework aims to 

provide a systematic way to make informed decisions 

and gain assurance that risks have been recognised 

and managed. The primary components of our risk 

management strategy are:

risk control register • 

Director’s instructions – refl ect best practice in • 

fi nance and administration 

fi nance policy and procedures• 

an internal audit program• 

annual ComCover risk surveys/assessments – • 

the program measures the AIC’s performance in 

implementing risk management processes and 

policies against the national benchmark 

major risk assessment of key activities such • 

as ICT management and maintenance of 

Fedlink accreditation. 

The AIC has a number of strategies in place to ensure 

risks associated with the delivery of ICT services are 

identifi ed and managed. Key components are:

an ICT facilities code of conduct • 

an IT assets register • 

IT services strategy • 

IT threat risk assessment • 

risk treatment plan • 

ICT contingency plan • 

ICT change management policy. • 

Fraud control plan
The AIC maintains fraud risk assessments, a fraud 

control plan and processes for fraud prevention, 

detection, investigation and reporting, in accordance 

with the requirement of the revised Commonwealth 

fraud control guidelines of May 2002. The fraud plan 

is an important strategic document that links with 

our risk management framework and draws together 

fraud prevention and detection initiatives into one 

consolidated document. 

Ombudsman/courts/Parliamentary 
committees and proceedings
There were no investigations or reviews undertaken 

by the Ombudsman or court or Parliamentary 

committee matters raised against the AIC in 

2005–06.

Freedom of information (FOI)
This statement is provided in accordance with 

section 8 of the Freedom of Information Act 1982 

(FOI Act). The structure of the AIC is covered earlier 

in this report. Here is information on the categories 

of documents the AIC holds and on how access 

can be made.



48 AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY  ANNUAL REPORT 2006–07

CATEGORIES OF DOCUMENTS

general•  – internal papers and records, including 

statistical records, copies of facsimiles, 

interagency and general correspondence 

and papers, policy documents (including 

recommendations and decisions) and work plans 

executive•  – briefi ng papers and submissions 

prepared for the Minister for Justice and Customs, 

ministerial correspondence and replies to 

parliamentary questions 

research•  – research, development and evaluation 

papers,statistical data holdings, conference 

proceedings and publications 

administration•  – fi nance, establishment, 

personnel, recruitment, staff development, offi ce 

services and tender fi les. 

FOI requests can be made in writing to the General 

Manager, Corporate Services, Australian Institute of 

Criminology, GPO Box 2944, Canberra, ACT 2601.

FOI REQUESTS DURING 2006–07

There were no FOI requests made to the AIC 

in 2006–07. 

Ecologically sustainable development
Under section 516A(3) of the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

(EPBC), the Directors of the AIC must ensure 

a report prepared under the provisions of the 

Commonwealth Authorities and Companies Act 1997 

complies with the reporting provisions (subsection 6) 

of the EPBC Act. 

The AIC has continued its commitment during the 

past year to improving its energy effi ciencies in order 

to fulfi l its obligations under the EPBC Act.

Measures include:

active recycling of paper, plastic and bottles, and • 

computer toner 

installation of equipment that incorporates energy-• 

saving devices such as desktop computers, 

photocopiers, dishwashers and printers 

use of lighting and air conditioning management • 

systems 

water conservation – toilets with half-fl ush systems • 

reductions in consumable supplies through • 

reduced printing of material available on the 

internet, electronic databases, email and 

document management systems, leading to lower 

consumption of paper, toners and energy. 

The Institute is committed to practices that assist 

ecologically sustainable development and improve 

environmental performance. The Institute does not 

administer any legislation nor have any appropriations 

directly related to these issues.

Human resources
Human resources includes personnel liaison 

services, staff development, recruitment, industrial 

relations, occupational health and safety and equal 

employment opportunity.

During the year the AIC changed its outsourced 

supplier of personnel and payroll functions from the 

Administrative Appeals Tribunal to Ross HD. 

Staffi ng levels and numbers are listed in Appendix 7.

WORKFORCE PLANNING

The executive management of the Institute 

continually reviews its workforce requirements. 

Our staff are employed according to the output 

requirements arising from requests for research 

and support activities. The AIC also takes account 

of outsourcing opportunities in the university 

research and ICT sectors.

WORKPLACE DIVERSITY

The Institute values fairness, equity and diversity. 

Consistent with that aim, the Institute is committed 

to preventing and eliminating discrimination on the 

basis of race, colour, gender, sexual preference, age, 

physical or mental disability, marital status, family 

responsibilities, pregnancy, religion, political opinion, 

national extraction or social origin.
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EMPLOYEE COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT

With the exception of the Director, staff at the 

Institute are either covered by the Employee 

Collective Agreement 2006–2009 or by an Australian 

Workplace Agreement.

AIC VALUES AND CODE OF CONDUCT

The AIC Values and Code of Conduct provide 

information on the conduct expected of all AIC 

employees in carrying out their responsibilities. 

The code forms a part of the compendium of 

documents providing guidance to employees 

of the AIC and is available to staff on the intranet.

AUSTRALIA DAY MEDALLIONS

AIC staff members Sylvia Mackellar, Peter Levan, 

Maria Borzycki, Jason Payne and Rosa Ruiz 

were presented with Australia Day Medallions 

in recognition of their dedication and contribution 

to the Institute, and through it to the public service 

of the nation.

PERFORMANCE DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

The performance development scheme was 

reviewed during the year, with input from a 

staff consultative committee. The new scheme 

ensures greater transparency and consistency in 

application of performance reviews and rewards 

for all staff. The scheme emphasises continuous 

assessment and improvement with a strong focus 

on improvements in productivity.

The scheme promotes fairness through clearly 

defi ning expectations aligned with corporate goals. 

It includes:

transparent appraisal outcomes for all staff • 

individual training and development plans• 

use of review processes at six and 11 month • 

cycles

use of structured underperformance provisions • 

and strategies.

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

The AIC is committed to the training and development 

of its employees. All employees have the chance 

to take part in relevant training and development 

activities which have a clear connection with 

Institute work and will assist their ongoing career 

development. This support may also include on 

and off the job training, work placements, formal 

study and the reimbursement or payment for these 

activities. The Institute recognises that doing so will 

contribute to achieving Institute goals.

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

The Institute has an occupational health and 

safety policy, established in accordance with the 

Occupational Health and Safety (Commonwealth 

Employment) Act 1991. 

The Institute has a nominated health and safety 

representative. A training session was arranged for 

all staff during the year, and staff continued to have 

access to personal workspace advice from a qualifi ed 

OH&S consultant. There were no major OH&S issues 

during the year.

The AIC continues to provide access to professional 

counselling services for its staff and their families 

through the Employee Assistance Program. 

This service is offered to assist staff with any 

personal or work related problems.

INDEMNITY AND INSURANCE PREMIUMS FOR 

OFFICERS

The AIC, through ComCover, provides indemnity 

insurance for the Director, members of the Board 

of Management and staff. The insurance premium 

decreased by 35 percent, from $31,000 in 2005–06 

to $20,000 in 2006–07. The safety, rehabilitation and 

compensation of work-injured employees is covered 

by ComCare. 

Financial operations 
FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 

Operating revenues for 2006–07 totalled 

$8,590,370. This included revenue from Government 

($5,329,000), goods and services ($2,885,768), 

interest ($322,004) and other revenue ($53,598).
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Total revenue increased by $811,230, a 10 percent 

increase from 2005–06. The major contributors 

towards the increase were additional revenues from 

goods and services ($657,008), due to a larger 

volume of externally funded research projects, and 

interest ($115,251) due to higher levels of cash 

holdings set aside for the upcoming building works.

Operating expenditures for 2006–07 were 

$8,556,995. Total expenditure increased by 

$2,221,083, which represents a 35 percent increase 

from 2005–06. The major contributor was an 

increase in employee and contractor consultancy 

costs ($1,481,072) due to the additional resource 

requirements in order to meet the increased volume 

and work associated with research contracts. This 

was also affected by enhancements undertaken to 

ICT hardware and software ($369,213).

The overall operating result was an operating surplus 

of $33,375.

CONSULTANCY SERVICES

During 2006–07, the Institute engaged 29 

consultancies with contract values over $10,000 

at a total cost of $1,446,377. More than half of this 

expenditure was in relation to services obtained for 

the DUMA project. The other expenditure included 

services relating to ICT support and maintenance, 

improvements to communication and information 

management systems, internal audit and other 

research contracts. 

DISCRETIONARY GRANTS

The AIC administers discretionary grants on behalf 

of the Criminology Research Fund (the Fund). During 

the fi nancial year, the Fund provided 4 new research 

grants and 3 research consultancies. Further 

information on CRC projects is contained in the 

CRC annual report.

The AIC also administers the Australian Crime and 

Violence Prevention Awards. Awards were made to 

54 applicants. Details of the national winners are in 

the Report on performance section of this report. 

PURCHASING

The AIC has developed internal policies and 

procedures for purchasing goods and services. 

These are included in the Director’s instructions 

and are in accordance with the Finance Minister’s 

(CAC Act Procurement) directions 2004 and 

Ministerial approvals required under the Institute’s 

founding legislation.

ASSET MANAGEMENT

The AIC manages both current and non-current 

assets in accordance with guidelines set out in 

the Director’s instructions and the Australian 

accounting standards.

AIC non-current assets are subject to an annual 

stocktake which is used to update and verify the 

accuracy of asset records. Assets are depreciated at 

rates commensurate with their effective lives.

Library resources, infrastructure, plant and equipment 

assets are carried at fair value.

ICT services
ICT services comprise the local and wide area 

networks, desktop PCs and offi ce automation 

services such as telephone and security monitoring 

systems, electronic mail, intranet and access to 

internet services. Following several years of totally 

outsourced provision of ICT services, this year the 

Institute has implemented a shared model to increase 

service levels and reduce risk.

The AIC undertook a refresh of desktop PCs during 

the year. These provide enhanced security features 

and an update to operational functionality.

ADVERTISING AND MARKET RESEARCH

The Institute did not engage any vendors for 

advertising or market research in 2006–07.
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Appendix 1: AIC publications released 
in 2006–07

Trends & issues in crime and criminal justice series
ISSN 0817-8542

http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/index.html

Number  Title

318  Factors associated with drug and alcohol dependency among women in prison. Holly Johnson, September 2006

319 Drug use among police detainees. Jenny Mouzos and Lance Smith, July 2006

320  Mortality and morbidity in prisoners after release from prison in Western Australia 1995–2003. 

Michael Hobbs et al., July 2006 

321 Crime against businesses in two ethnically diverse communities. Natalie Taylor, October 2006

322  Illicit drug use in rural and remote Indigenous communities. Judy Putt and Brendan Delahunty, August 2006

323  The Pathways to Prevention project: doing developmental prevention in a disadvantaged community. 

Ross Homel et al., August 2006

324 Identifi cation systems: a risk assessment framework. Russell Smith, September 2006

325 The post-release experience of prisoners in Queensland. Stuart A Kinner, September 2006

326 Swarming and the social dynamics of group violence. Rob White, October 2006

327  An investigation into the effective and ethical interviewing of suspected sex offenders. 

Mark Kebbell, Emily Hurren and Paul Mazerolle, November 2006

328 Armed robbery: who commits it and why? Katie Willis, November 2006

329 Mobile and wireless technologies: security and risk factors. Gregor Urbas and Tony Krone, November 2006

330  Internet purchasing: perceptions and experiences of Australian households. 

Tony Krone and Holly Johnson, February 2007

331 Consumer scams in Australia: an overview. Russell G Smith, February 2007

332  A framework for measuring the performance of drug law enforcement. 

Peter Homel and Katie Willis, February 2007

333 Zombies and botnets. Kim-Kwang Raymond Choo, March 2007

334  The identifi cation of mental disorders in the criminal justice system. 

James RP Ogloff, Michael R Davis, George Rivers and Stuart Ross, March 2007

335 Juvenile arson intervention programs in Australia. Damon A Muller and Ashley Stebbins, May 2007

336 Benzodiazepine use and harms among police detainees in Australia. Wendy Loxley, May 2007

337 Partner violence among a sample of police detainees. Jenny Mouzos and Lance Smith, June 2007
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Research and public policy series
ISSN 1326-6004

http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/rpp/index.html

Number Title

69  Armed robbery in Australia: 2004 National Armed Robbery Monitoring Program annual report. 

Maria Borzycki, July 2006

70  Drug use monitoring in Australia: 2005 annual report on drug use among police detainees. 

Jenny Mouzos, Lance Smith and Natalie Hind, July 2006

71  Mortality and morbidity in prisoners after release from prison in Western Australia 1995–2003. 

Michael Hobbs, Kati Krazlan, Steve Ridout, Qun Mai, Mathew K Nuiman and Ralph Chapman, September 2006

72  Homicide in Australia: 2004–05 National Homicide Monitoring Program (NHMP) annual report. 

Jenny Mouzos and Tina Houliaras, February 2007

73 Firearms theft in Australia: 2004–05. Maria Borzycki and Jenny Mouzos, February 2007

74 Criminal trial delays in Australia: trial listing outcomes. Jason Payne, March 2007

75  Drug use monitoring in Australia: 2006 annual report on drug use among police detainees. 

Jenny Mouzos, Natalie Hind, Lance Smith and Kerryn Adams, June 2007

Technical and background paper series
ISSN 1445-7261

http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tbp/index.html

Number  Title

21  Deaths in custody in Australia: National Deaths in Custody Program annual report 2005. 

Jacqueline Joudo, October 2006

22 Juveniles in detention in Australia, 1981–2005. Natalie Taylor, December 2006

23 Review of anti-corruption strategies. Rob McCusker, December 2006

24  A discrete-time survival of drug use and property offending: implications for early intervention and treatment. 

Jason Payne, December 2006
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Number Title

126 Trends in recorded robbery. 4 July 2006

127 Armed robbery in Australia: weapon use by location. 19 July 2006

128 Child protection and Indigenous status. 1 August 2006

129 Drug use trends among police detainees. 15 August 2006

130 Violence experienced by men and women. 29 August 2006

131 Morbidity after release from prison. 12 September 2006

132 Drug use and crime. 26 September 2006

133 Mortality after release from prison. 10 October 2006

134 The costs of high tech crime. 24 October 2006

135 Police perceptions of negative outcomes due to illicit drugs in Indigenous communities. 6 November 2006

136 Domestic violence order offenders. 21 November 2006

137 Children present in family violence incidents. 5 December 2006

138 Community perceptions of domestic violence. 19 December 2006

139 Violence in Indigenous communities. 9 January 2007

140 Reporting violence to police. 23 January 2007

141 Homicides in Australia 2004–05: weapon type. 6 February 2007

142 2006 Australian Crime and Violence Prevention Awards. 20 February 2007

143 Perceptions of crime. 6 March 2007

144 Consumer scams in Australia. 20 March 2007

145 Australian fi rearm thefts, 2004–05. 3 April 2007 

146 Criminal trials: time to completion. 17 April 2007

147 Prisoners in Australia. 1 May 2007

148 Underground markets in stolen digital information. 15 May 2007

149 Older Australians in prison. 29 May 2007

150 Robbery victimisation. 12 June 2007

151 Drug use among police detainees across Australia. 26 June 2007

Crime Facts Info series
ISSN 1445-7288

http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/cfi /index.html
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Number Title

47 Evaluation: data linkage issues. 4 July 2006

48 Implementing Communities That Care: a UK evaluation. 2 August 2006

49 Partnerships for crime prevention. 5 September 2005

50 Working out ‘what works’ in crime prevention. 3 October 2006

51 Using action research: an example from substance use research. 6 November 2006

52 Tensions over turf: how to minimise confl ict in partnerships. 5 December 2006

53 Policing domestic violence: barriers and good practice. 9 January 2007

54 Cost effectiveness of early intervention. 6 February 2007

55 Policing substance misuse in rural and remote communities: a good practice framework. 6 March 2007

56 Protecting personal identity. 3 April 2007

57 Preventing farm crime. 1 May 2007

58 Is notifi cation of sex offenders in local communities effective? 5 June 2007

AICrime reduction matters series
ISSN 1448-1383

http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/crm/index.html

Number Title

34 Consequences of bushfi re arson, part 3: psychological impacts. 20 July 2006

35 Latest additions to the bibliographic database. 15 August 2006

36 Firesetting as a predictor of violence. 19 September 2006

37 Bushfi re arson investigation. 17 October 2006

38 Australian juvenile arson intervention programs. 21 November 2006

39 Bushfi res lit deliberately during adverse bushfi re weather. 19 December 2006

40 The time of day of bushfi res in Australia. 16 January 2007

41 Sentences for arson in Victoria. 28 February 2007

42 People and bushfi res: not just a bush problem? 20 March 2007

43 People and bushfi res: situational crime prevention and bushfi re arson. 17 April 2007

44 People and bushfi res: factors affecting fi re frequency. 15 May 2007

45 Are arsonists repeat offenders? 19 June 2007

Bushfi re arson bulletin series
ISSN 1832-2743

http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/bfab/index.html
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Number Title

10 Malware: viruses, worms, Trojan horses. 21 February 2007

11 More malware: adware, spyware, spam and spim. 21 February 2007

12 High tech crime tools. 21 February 2007 

13  More high tech crime tools. 21 February 2007

14 New methods of transferring value electronically. 28 February 2007

16 Money mules. 3 April 2007

High tech crime brief series
ISSN 1832-3413

http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/htcb/

Australian crime: facts & fi gures 2006

AIC newsletter 

no. 26, July 2006

no. 27, December 2006

no. 28, March 2007

DUMA newsletter

3rd and 4th quarters 2006

1st and 2nd quarters 2007

Other AIC publications
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Author Title

Chow SSM & Choo KKR 2007 Strongly-secure identity-based key agreement and anonymous extension, in Juan 

Garay (ed), 10th Information Security Conference 200 – ISC 2007, Valparaiso, Chile. 

Lecture notes in computer science October 

Choo KKR 2006 On the security analysis of Lee, Hwang, & Lee (2004) and Song & Kim (2000) key 

exchange/agreement protocols. Informatica 17(4): 467–480

Delahunty B & Putt J 2006 The policing implications of cannabis, amphetamine and other illicit drug use in 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. Adelaide: NDLERF

Good practice framework: policing illicit drugs in rural and remote communities. 

Adelaide: NDLERF

Hayes H & Makkai T 2007 Measuring crime, in Hayes H & Prenzler T (eds), An introduction to crime. Sydney: 

Pearson Education Australia

Homel P 2007 Who says crime prevention hasn’t worked? Annual Crime Prevention Lecture in 

Proceedings of the International Centre for the Prevention of Crime (ICPC) Annual 

Colloquium: Communities in action for crime prevention, 14–15 September 2006. 

Montréal: International Centre for the Prevention of Crime: 44–50

Homel P 2006 Joining up the pieces: what central agencies need to do to support effective 

local crime prevention, in Knutsson J & Clarke RV (eds), Putting theory to work: 

implementing situational prevention and problem-oriented policing Crime Prevention 

Studies 20: 111–138

Johnson H 2006 Concurrent drug and alcohol dependency and mental health problems among 

incarcerated women. Australian and New Zealand journal of criminology 39(2): 

190–217

Makkai T & Prenzler T 2007 The prevalence of crime, in Hayes H & Prenzler T (eds), An introduction to crime. 

Sydney: Pearson Education Australia

McCusker R 2007 Muling money across the globe. Anti-money laundering April/May: 32–33

McCusker R 2007 The ultimate “work at home” scam. Money laundering intelligence no.14:12–13

McCusker R 2006 Transnational organised cyber crime: distinguishing threat from reality. Crime, law & 

social change 46(4/5): 257–273

Mouzos J 2007 Violence, in Hayes H & Prenzler T (eds), An introduction to crime. Sydney: Pearson 

Education Australia

Putt J & Frearson P 2007 Rural Indigenous drug use: a challenge for police. Of substance 5(1): 22–24

Smith R 2007 Biometric solutions to identity-related cybercrime, in Jewkes Y (ed) Crime online. 

Cullompton: Willan: 44–59

Taylor N 2006 Analysis of family violence incidents July 2003 – June 2004: fi nal report prepared for 

ACT Policing. Canberra: AFP

Taylor N & Mouzos J 2006 Community attitudes to violence against women survey 2006. Melbourne: VicHealth

Urbas G 2006 Criminalising computer misconduct: some legal and philosophical problems. Asia 

Pacifi c law review 14(1): 95–121

Willis K, Homel P & Gray K 2006 Developing and implementing a performance measurement framework for drug law 

enforcement in Australia. Adelaide: NDLERF

Appendix 2: Non-AIC publications
A number of Institute staff had work published in non-AIC publications during 2006–07. This includes publicly 

released consultancy reports.
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Choo R 2006. High tech crime tools review. Cyber 

crime in focus conference, Sydney, 11–12 December

Choo R 2007. Criminal exploitation of online systems 

by organised crime groups. Organised Crime in Asia: 

Governance and Accountability colloquium, Singapore 

29 June

Homel P 2006. Who says crime prevention doesn’t 

work? Invited lecture to the Board of the International 

Centre for the Prevention of Crime, Canberra, 

12 September 

Homel P 2006. Who says that crime prevention hasn’t 

worked? International Centre for the Prevention of 

Crime (ICPC) colloquium, Canberra, 14–15 September

Homel P 2007. The AIC/OCP collaboration to 

evaluate the Community Safety and Crime Prevention 

Partnerships (CSCP). WA Community Safety and Crime 

Prevention Council, Perth, 20 April

Homel P 2007. Design and implementation of the WA 

Community Safety and Crime Prevention Partnerships 

Evaluation. WA Community Safety and Crime 

Prevention Council, Perth, 30 March 

Homel P 2007. The development of a model 

performance measurement framework for drug 

law enforcement in Australia. Conference of 

Commissioners of Police from Australasia and 

the South Western Pacifi c Region, Wellington NZ, 

14 March

Homel P 2007. A framework for measuring the 

performance of drug law enforcement in Australia. 

Ministerial Council on Drug Strategy, Adelaide, 16 May

Irving R 2006. Clandestine Laboratory Remediation 

Project. 10th National Chemical Diversion Congress, 

Gold Coast, 19 October

Makkai T 2006. AIC overview. NZ Department of 

Justice senior offi cials, Wellington NZ, 7 December

Makkai T 2006. The Australian Institute of Criminology: 

Short overview of governance, research activity, future 

direction. NSW AG Executive Offi cers, 21 September

Makkai T 2006. The Australian Institute of Criminology: 

Short overview of governance, research activity, future 

direction. WA Police Executive, Perth 24 August 

Makkai T 2006. The Australian Institute of Criminology: 

Who are we, why are we needed, how do we 

communicate? Canberra Burley Griffi n Rotary Club, 

19 October

Makkai T 2006. Book launch. Fighting Crime Together: 

Challenges of Policing and Security Networks Edited 

by Jenny Fleming & Jennifer Wood, Manuka (ACT), 

1 December

Makkai T 2006. Evaluating the drug court: a long 

term partnership. WA courts administrators, Perth 

23 August

Makkai T 2007. Faculty of Law graduation address. 

Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, 

15 February 

Makkai T 2007. Policy research at the Australian 

Institute of Criminology: anecdotes from the trenches. 

ACT Academy of Forensic Sciences, Canberra, 

8 March 

Makkai T 2007. Prisoner reintegration post-release. 

16th UN Crime Commission meetings, Vienna, 24 April

Makkai T 2007. Research priorities and challenges at 

the AIC, UNODC, Vienna, 20 April

Makkai T & Fleming J (University of Tasmania) 

2006. National survey on public awareness of Crime 

Stoppers: base line results. Crime Stoppers Australia: 

fi ndings from the national survey, Wellington NZ, 

6 December 

Appendix 3: Presentations by AIC staff



59

A
IC

 A
P

P
E

N
D

IX
E

S

Makkai T & Taylor N 2006. CCTV, Sexual assault and 

jury outcomes. International Centre for the Prevention 

of Crime 6th Annual Symposium, Communities in 

Action for Crime Prevention, Canberra 14 September

Marks T & Smith RG 2007. Future directions in annual 

fraud reporting. Fraud Liaison Forum, Canberra, 

28 May 

McCusker R 2006. Implementing an identity 

management programme for greater security and 

compliance. Secure IT conference, Singapore, 

20 November

McCusker R 2006. Scanning the horizon. AVSEC 

(Aviation security) World 2006, money laundering. 

Sydney, 17–19 October

McCusker R 2006. Traffi cking in persons. South 

African Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Safety 

and Security Meeting, Canberra, 6 December

McCusker R 2006. Transnational crime and money 

laundering: Threats and mitigation. Global Anti-Money 

Laundering Intelligence, Singapore, 30–31 October

McCusker R 2006. Transnational and Economic Crime: 

A Growing Symbiosis. Australian Bankers’ Association, 

Sydney, 24 October

McCusker R 2006. Transnational crime: Fraud and 

corruption. The Chartered Accountants National 

Business Valuation and Forensic Accounting 

conference, Sydney, 14–15 September 

McCusker R 2007. Aviation security: Towards the 

holistic management of anticipated threats. Aviation 

Security 2007, Singapore, 29 January 

McCusker R 2007. Anti-corruptions strategies. 

APEC workshop and APEC Anti-Corruption Taskforce, 

22 January

McCusker R 2007. Combating fraud in all its forms 

for the benefi t of government, business and the 

public. The Pacifi c region: evolution, implication and 

mitigation of transnational fraud, 8th Annual Pacifi c 

Fraud Summit, Sydney, 19–21 March

McCusker R 2007. Scenario planning and lateral 

thinking in the face of a terrorist incident, 5th Annual 

National Security Australia conference, Sydney, 

27 February

Mouzos J 2007. Firearms in the criminal community 

in Australia: An overview, Defence Security Authority 

security intelligence conference, HMAS Harman, 

Canberra, 15 March 

Mouzos J 2007. An overview of homicide in New 

South Wales and in Australia: Results from the 

2005–2006 NHMP annual report NSW Homicide 

Squad Advisory Council meeting, NSW Police 

Headquarters, Parramatta, 14 June 

Muller D & Bryant C 2007. Human caused: reducing 

the impact of deliberately lit bushfi res, lecture to ANU 

Forestry students, Canberra, 8 February

Muller D & Bryant C 2007. Incidence, distribution 

and cause of vegetation fi res in Victoria, CFA Arson 

Investigation workshop, Ballarat 16–17 June

Muller D & Bryant C 2007 Understanding and 

preventing bushfi re arson, CFA Arson Investigation 

workshop, Ballarat 16–17 June

Putt J 2006. Policing drugs in rural and remote 

communities. International Centre for the Prevention of 

Crime 6th Annual Symposium, Communities in Action 

for Crime Prevention, Canberra 14 September

Putt J 2006. Policing illicit drug use in Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander communities. Crime in 

Rural Communities: The Impact, The Causes, The 

Prevention, Education Faculty, The University of New 

England, 30 November
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Putt J 2006. Policing illicit drugs in remote 

communities. Family violence, drug and alcohol use in 

remote communities conference, Darwin, 18 August

Putt J 2007. CCTV, sexual assault and jury 

outcomes: an experimental study. International 

society for the reform of criminal law, Twenty years 

of criminal justice reform: past achievements and 

future challenges conference, Vancouver (Canada), 

22–26 June

Smith L 2006. Amphetamine type stimulant 

(ATS) use and violent crime: exploring the link 

amongst a sample of police detainees in Australia. 

Australasian Amphetamines Conference, Sydney, 

28–29 September

Smith RG 2006. Preventing identity-related crime: 

100 points, biometrics or identity cards? AFP 

management of serious crime program (MOSC-38) 

Identity Crime: Traditional Crime – New Technology 

conference, Canberra, 7 July 2006

Date  Seminar

10 July 2006   Suspension, revocation and recall of conditional release: proposed survey to identify trends and 

best practices. RE Brown, International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice 

Policy, Vancouver, Canada

18 September 2006  Effective technical assistance in crime prevention and criminal justice: what are the key 

components? Margaret Shaw, International Centre for the Prevention of Crime

11 December 2006  A profi le of missing persons in New South Wales. Shaunagh Foy, PhD candidate, Charles Sturt 

University

30 January 2007  An overview of the Comprehensive Auto-theft Research System (CARS) vehicle theft research. 

Paul Thomas, Acting Director, Offi ce of Crime Statistics and Director, National CARS Project 

11 April 2007  Therapeutic and criminal justice approaches to providing HIV/AIDS services to injecting drug 

users, prisoners and human traffi cking victims. Paul Williams, HIV/AIDS Unit, UNODC 

9 May 2007   Why it is so hard for research to inform the policy process and government decision making? 

Scott Prasser, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Business, University of Sunshine Coast

 Appendix 4: AIC seminars

Smith RG 2007. Swindles, scams and stings: what 

do we know? National consumer congress 2007: 

the changing environment of consumer policy, 

Melbourne, 14 March

Taylor N 2006. CCTV, sexual assault and jury 

outcomes: an experimental study. UNODC, Vienna, 

27 November

Taylor N 2006. Investigating jury decision making in 

sexual assault trials: An experimental study. ACSPRI 

Social Science Methodology Conference, Sydney, 

10–13 December

Tresidder J 2006. Needs and challenges in providing 

community-based crime prevention services for ‘at 

risk’ youth. International Centre for the Prevention of 

Crime 6th Annual Symposium, Communities in Action 

for Crime Prevention, Canberra 14 September.
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Date  Seminar

November 2006 Senate Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs. Older people and the law

February 2007  Joint Committee on the Australian Crime Commission. Inquiry into the future impact of serious 

organised crime on Australian society

March 2007   House of Representatives Standing Committee on Family and Human Services. Inquiry on the 

impact of illicit drug use on families

June 2007    Queensland Crime and Misconduct Commission. Inquiry into policing in Indigenous communities

Appendix 5: Submissions

Appendix 6: Publications referees 
The AIC would like to thank the following people for their services as referees 

for AIC publications during the year: 

Andrew Goldsmith

Vanessa Goodwin

Peter Grabosky

Wayne Hall 

John Handmer

Hennessey Hayes

Sheryl Hemphill

Craig Jones

Derek Jory

James LeBeau

Pat Mayhew 

Paul Mazerolle

Rebecca McKetin

Frank Morgan

Anna Alvazzi del Frate

David Biles

Emma Black

Carlos Carcach

Nic Chantler

Andrew Clark 

David Collins

Margaret Cunneen

Andrew Day

Louisa Degenhardt 

Rob D’Ovidio

Bruce Flaherty

Jenny Fleming

Jeremy Gans

Tim Prenzler

Stuart Ross

Amanda Roxburgh

John Saunders

Julie Stubbs

Jeromey Temple

Tess Walsh

Don Weatherburn

Paul Williams

Paul Wilson

Otto Wirgau

Joy Wundersitz

 

AIC staff and other Australian Government organisations also provided comments 

on AIC publications, including:

Attorney-General’s Department

Australian Bureau of Statistics 

Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 

Australian Customs Service

Australian Federal Police 

Australian High Tech Crime Centre 

CrimTrac

Department of Immigration and Citizenship 

Offi ce for Women 
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BOARD LETTER TO GO HERE
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The year in review

This has been a productive year with the 

Criminology Research Council performing well 

and successfully continuing to support the fi eld 

of criminological research.

There were four new research grants approved during 

the year consisting of an interesting range of research 

relevant to current and future public policy issues.

The CRC continued supporting the existing 

research grants and consultancies. Seven research 

grants were completed and provided fi nal reports. 

These were:

The extent and impact of money laundering in and • 

through Australia and the region

An investigation into serious violence associated • 

with motor vehicle use: is road rage a valid or 

useful construct?

The young adult outcomes of childhood and • 

adolescent antisocial behaviour: an Australian 

cohort

Getting the story in forensic interviews with child • 

witnesses: applying a story grammar framework

The relationship between emotional state • 

and other variables infl uencing successful 

reintegration of ex-prisoners

Schizophrenia and offending: area of residence • 

and the impact of social disorganisation and 

disadvantage

Preventive detention for ‘dangerous’ offenders • 

in Australia: a critical analysis and proposals for 

policy development. 

One consultancy, on the identifi cation of mental 

disorders in the criminal justice system, was 

completed during the year and published as a Trends 

& issues in crime and criminal justice paper.

There have been two new Council members appointed 

throughout the year: Dr Dianne Heriot, Member for the 

Australian Government, and Ms Renee Leon, Member 

for the Australian Capital Territory.

I would like to thank Criminology Research Council 

members for their hard work throughout the year and 

look forward to working with the members again as 

Chair in the next 12 months.

I would like to express my appreciation to Dr Russell 

Smith, academic advisor to the Council, and staff 

of the Australian Institute of Criminology for their 

support, particularly the former administrator, 

Ms Lyndal Spear who resigned in January 2007.

Laurie Glanfi eld
Chairman
Criminology Research Council
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Agency overview
The Criminology Research Council (CRC) was 

established by the Criminology Research Act 1971 

and is an integral part of a state, territory and 

Australian Government funded approach to research 

on criminological issues in Australia today.

The principal objectives of the CRC are to support 

research which is relevant to current and future 

public policy issues, foster the undertaking of 

quality criminological research and ensure that 

CRC supported research is disseminated effectively. 

The CRC provides a forum for Attorneys-General 

around Australia and their representatives to assess 

needs in the fi eld of criminological research and 

to fund specifi c research projects in universities, 

government agencies and elsewhere. The fund 

receives contributions every year from Australian 

Government, state and territory governments.

Research funded by the Council addresses the 

national research priorities in a number of ways. 

Protecting Australia from crime and strengthening the 

social and economic fabric under priority areas 2 and 

4 are of particular relevance. Research has improved 

the evidence base for policy and practice, as well 

as public awareness of major types of offending, 

victimisation risk factors and effective measures to 

reduce and prevent crime.

The Council’s funds may be disseminated through 

the research grants program as well as a consultancy 

program. For its consultancies, the Council identifi es 

topics of policy importance for research and then 

develops proposals which are publicly advertised. 

These consultancies are designed to meet highly 

specifi c objectives to which the Council has accorded 

priority. Such research, for example, could be 

designed to contribute to, or complement, the work 

of national initiatives by other organisations, or state/

territory initiatives which have clear policy or best 

practice implications for other governments within 

Australia.

Through the library, the CRC funded research 

reports are listed on Libraries Australia and also on 

CINCH, the Australian criminology database which is 

publicly available online. With hundreds of libraries 

Australia-wide participating in Libraries Australia, CRC 

reports receive wide coverage. Details of CRC-funded 

projects, and the reports submitted in fulfi lment of the 

projects, are posted on the CRC’s website.

Under grant funding arrangements, the grantees are 

able to distribute their fi nal report themselves. Many 

researchers choose to publish in the form of books 

and journal articles, making them readily available 

to the broader community. They also distribute 

copies to appropriate government departments and 

agencies. Grantees also provide a draft paper which 

may be produced for publication in the AIC’s Trends 

& issues in crime and criminal justice series or where 

appropriate in the Research and public policy series.
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Figure 1: Criminology Research Council procedures fl owchart

Grants Consultancies

Screening by 
administrator

Development of 
proposals by CRC

Assessment by two 
panel members and 
academic adviser

Advertising for 
consultants and 

assessment of tenders

CRC decision

Funding deed Contract

Ethics approval

Commencement

Interim report(s)

Final report/Research 
and public policy series

Trends & issues in 
crime and criminal 

justice series

Website publication



100 CRIMINOLOGY RESEARCH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2006–07

Governance

Enabling legislation
The Criminology Research Council was established 

under section 34 of the Criminology Research Act 

1971 (the Act) as a body corporate. The functions of 

the CRC, as stated in section 40 of the Act, are:

  to control and administer the Fund in accordance 

with Part IV and, for that purpose, to examine, and 

determine the relative importance and urgency of, 

projects for which the expenditure of moneys from 

the Fund may be authorised.

The principal objectives of the CRC are to support 

research which is relevant to current and future 

public policy issues, foster the undertaking of quality 

criminological research, and ensure CRC-supported 

criminological research is disseminated effectively.

The CRC has one outcome: Criminological 
research which informs the Australian 
Government, states and territories. 

This is achieved by:

consulting with Australian state and territory • 

governments to determine research priorities

providing monies to facilitate the conduct of, • 

or otherwise supporting, impartial and policy 

relevant research

keeping key stakeholders informed of • 

Council activities

working cooperatively with Australian state • 

and territory government agencies and 

other organisations

regularly consulting with the Australian criminal • 

justice community as to the activities and 

directions of the Council

actively disseminating research fi ndings to policy • 

makers, practitioners and the general public 

across Australia and internationally.

The Council
The Council does not employ administrative 

staff members but provides a fee to the AIC to 

provide secretariat and administrative services 

for the Council. These include the provision of 

internal auditing of the Council’s activities as well 

as participation in the AIC’s internal governance 

structure which is designed to ensure compliance 

with statutory and other external requirements aimed 

at achieving best practice in administrative and 

fi nancial management. The AIC advises the Council 

in relation to the need for criminological research as 

required under the Act.

The Council consists of nine members who represent 

the Australian Government, the states and the 

territories. This composition ensures that areas 

targeted for research funding refl ect both national 

and state/territory priorities. 

The Australian Government representative is 

appointed by the Attorney-General; state and territory 

representatives are appointed by the Attorney-General 

on the nomination of the responsible state or territory 

minister and their deputies.

The Council meets three times a year and dedicates 

the meetings to the following specifi c issues:

March/April – establish Council strategies and • 

priorities for the forthcoming year

July/August – target specifi c areas for • 

consultancies and strategic development

November – allocate general grants• 

[Members and meetings are identifi ed in 
appendix 1]

The Council funds a research fellow, who is 

located within the AIC and undertakes research 

at the direction of the Council. This position is 

currently vacant.

The CRC’s sole output is: 

To support research which is relevant to current and 

future public policy issues, foster the undertaking of 

quality criminological research and ensure that CRC 

supported research is disseminated effectively. 

CONSULTANCIES

For consultancies, the Council identifi es topics of 

policy importance for research and then develops 
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proposals which are publicly advertised. These 

consultancies are designed to meet highly specifi c 

objectives to which the Council has accorded priority. 

Such research, for example, could be designed to 

contribute to, or complement, the work of national 

initiatives by other organisations, or state/territory 

initiatives which have clear policy or best practice 

implications for other governments within Australia.

Funding grants
The Guidelines for grants issued by the Council for 

applicants include the following criteria adopted by 

the Council in consideration of applications:

public policy relevance• 

the extent to which the proposed research will • 

have practical application and contribute to 

the understanding, prevention or correction of 

criminal behaviour

the likelihood of the proposed research making • 

a substantial and original contribution to 

criminological knowledge

the cost effectiveness of the research• 

the soundness of the design and methodology • 

and the feasibility of the research

the competence of the applicants(s) or • 

principal investigators(s) to undertake the 

proposed research

Ethics Committee approval, where appropriate• 

availability of data, where required• 

the extent of funding or in-kind support obtained • 

from relevant agencies.

Criminology Research Fund
Contributions to the Criminology Research Fund 

by the participating governments for the 2006–07 

fi nancial year totalled $181,000. 

In the 2006–07 Portfolio Budget Statement, the total 

Australian Government appropriation for the CRC was 

$317,000. 

The appropriation to the CRC was to meet 

administered costs for the single government 

outcome. Each state and territory made contributions 

on a pro-rata population basis as shown in Table 1.

Table 1: State and territory 
contributions, 2006–07

State/Territory $

Australian Capital Territory $2,890

New South Wales $60,046

Victoria $44,732

Queensland $35,547

Western Australia $17,993

South Australia $13,673

Tasmania $4,305

Northern Territory $1,814

Table 2 is a summary of the CRC income and 

expenditure for 2006–07.

Table 2: Key fi nancial items, 2006–07

Income $498,000

New grants $247,828

Ongoing grants $356,842

Ongoing consultancies $141,540

SELECTION PANEL

A panel comprising two senior criminologists, 

selected by the Council from recommendations by the 

President of the Australian and New Zealand Society 

of Criminology, considers applications for general 

grants. The panel this year comprised of Professor 

Jenny Fleming and Professor Simon Bronitt. Panel 

members are required to assess all applications for 

research funding submitted to Council independently 

of each other and must complete an assessment 

sheet for each application. Their assessments are 

discussed at a meeting held with the academic 

adviser to the Council, Dr Russell G Smith, who 

submits fi nal recommendations to the CRC for 

consideration at its November meeting.
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New projects for 
2006–07

CRC 04/06–07: Jury sentencing 
survey
Professor Kate Warner, Dr Julia Davis and 
Dr Maggie Walter. The CRC made a grant for 
$174,050 for this project.

This study aims to improve the measurement of 

public attitudes to sentencing matters and the level 

of public knowledge of sentencing and related issues. 

A three-phase research design will survey jurors 

in trials with a guilty verdict immediately following 

the verdict and again after jurors are provided 

with sentencing information. Survey results will be 

supplemented by follow up in-depth interviews with a 

refl ective sample of jurors. The results of the research 

will allow policy makers to respond to informed public 

opinion with the ultimate aim of improving confi dence 

and confronting public punitiveness.

CRC 12/06–07: Further investigation 
of the relationship between survey 
victimisation and perceptions of 
criminality: analysis of the 2005 
Personal Safety Survey
Dr Joe Clare, Mr Frank Morgan. The CRC made 
a grant of $15,801 for this project.

This study investigates victim perceptions that their 

violent victimisation is criminal. These perceptions 

will be linked to victims’ responses in seeking 

assistance from police or others. Acknowledging the 

heterogeneity of violence (incident characteristics, 

victim-offender relationship, victim characteristics 

and past experience of violence) the research 

examines the policy goal of maximising public 

assistance to victims. This research extends a recent 

logistic regression analysis of the 2002 National 

Crime and Safety Survey that provided a better fi t for 

male than female victims. The 2005 Personal Safety 

Survey allows an extended focus on victim-offender 

relationships and on family and domestic violence.

CRC 13/06–07: Abuse of female 
partners in the Bowen Basin region 
of central Queensland
Dr Sanjay Sharma, Ms Heather Nancarrow and 
A/Professor Stewart Lockie. The CRC made a 
grant of $29,970 for this project.

This project investigates and ascertains the 

prevalence and nature of male to female intimate 

partner violence in communities in the Bowen Basin 

region. It will also examine the association of female 

partner abuse with variables that characterise spousal 

relationships in mining towns. It shall also provide a 

reasonable evidence of the prevalence and nature of 

female partner abuse (FPA) in relatively new, inland 

communities. Atypical work schedules, substance 

abuse, patriarchy, women’s economic dependence 

etc. in mining towns may be related to FPA.

CRC 15/06–07: Assessing the impact 
of ‘available street time’ and mortality 
on estimates of recidivism
Ms Anna Ferrante, Mr Max Maller and Ms 
Nini Loh. The CRC made a grant of $28,006 
for this project.

This is a methodological study which aims to assess 

the impact of controlling for ‘available street time’ 

and mortality on estimates of recidivism. For the fi rst 

time in Australia, the study will provide estimates 

of recidivism which accurately refl ect available 

street time and the mortality status of offenders. 

The study will use survival analysis techniques to 

derive estimates of recidivism for the total offender 

population and for selected sub-groups of offenders. 

By comparing adjusted and unadjusted recidivism 

estimates, the study will provide researchers, policy 

makers and program managers/evaluators that 

use such data with either reassurance that current 

recidivism measures are adequate or proof that 

changes are required to ensure that decision-making 

is based on sound empirical evidence.
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Continuing projects 
for 2006–07

CRC 05/03–04: Risk factors and 
treatment outcomes in intra-familial 
adolescent sex offenders
Associate Professor Jan Grant, Dr David Indermaur, 

Dr Jenny Thornton, Mrs Christabel Chamarette and 

Mrs Sue DeSouza, Curtin University of Technology. 

The CRC made a grant of $162,846 for this project.

CRC 02/04–05: The impact of penalty 
severity on juvenile recidivism
Dr Don Weatherburn and Mr Neil Donnelly, New 

South Wales Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research. 

The CRC made a grant of $340,868 for this project.

CRC 35/05–06: A population based 
study examining the impact of 
interpersonal violence victimisation on 
mental health
Dr Lynn Meuleners, Associate Professor Andy Lee 

and Ms Delia Hendrie, Edith Cowan University. 

The CRC made a grant of $90,249 for this project.

CRC 39/05–06: Parents as prisoners: 
maintaining the parent-child 
relationship
Dr Rosemary Sheehan and Mr Gregory Levine, 

Monash University. The CRC made a grant of 

$47,264 for this project.

CRC 06/05–06: Adolescent 
stalking: offence characteristics 
and effectiveness of criminal justice 
interventions
Dr Teresa Flower, Dr Rosemary Purcell and Professor 

Paul Mullen, Monash University. The CRC made a 

grant of $66,803 for this project.

Consultancies

Practices, policies and procedures that 
affect juror satisfaction in Australia, 
$110,000
A consortium led by the University of NSW was 

awarded this consultancy. The research objectives 

of the study are to examine the attitudes and beliefs 

of empanelled and potential jurors towards the roles 

and responsibilities of jurors. The research is being 

conducted in New South Wales, Victoria, and South 

Australia, with the assistance of the courts in each 

of those jurisdictions.

Indigenous diversion, $74,800
This consultancy will undertake a quantitative analysis 

of the factors underlying the low rate of diversion 

of Indigenous offenders from the criminal justice 

system. The project involves collaboration between 

the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 

(BOCSAR), the South Australian Offi ce of Crime 

Statistics and Research (OCSAR) and the University 

of Western Australia’s Crime Research Centre 

(UWA-CRC). Each of these agencies will provide and 

analyse data for their jurisdiction in a coordinated 

manner, with a report being produced by the lead 

agency (BOCSAR).

Ethics in criminological research, 
$64,327
This project will map the interaction and effect of 

regulatory process and ethics committee governance 

on criminological research. The project will describe 

how research on criminal behaviour is dealt with in 

ethics committees from a variety of institutions, the 

outcomes for the ethics committees, institutions, 

researchers and for criminology research generally. 

Finally the research will analyse the underlying 

rationale for these outcomes and provide a set 

of recommendations for ethics committees and 

researchers on how to improve the ethics review 

process and enhance ethical behaviour in criminology 

research in ways that meet the needs of researchers 

and regulators.
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Reports of completed 
research
The council received seven reports of completed 

research projects during the year. The summaries 

of the research projects completed in 2006–07 

are given below.

CRC 33/03–04: The extent and impact 
of money laundering in and through 
Australia and the region in 2003
Mr Neil Jensen, Mr John Walker, Mr John Van 
Groningen, Mr Gavin Brown and Mr Michael 
Benes, Australian Transaction Reports and 
Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC). The CRC made 
a grant of $87,120 for this project.

This research project was commenced to review 

and revise John Walker’s 1995 report, Estimates 

of the extent of money laundering in and through 

Australia. The 2004–05 study was also intended 

to consider money laundering and terrorist fi nancing 

linkages within the Asia-Pacifi c region. 

Since the 1995 report was published by AUSTRAC, 

there has been little work done to quantify money 

laundering at national levels. The 1995 report 

considered a variety of sources and suggested that 

between AUD $1.0 and $4.5 billion per annum were 

generated by crime in Australia and laundered either 

in Australia or elsewhere, with a most likely fi gure 

of around AUD $3.5 billion, with the bulk of this 

quantum generated by fraud and then drugs. 

The 2004–05 study built on the 1995 Walker 

report, again involving surveys of Australian law 

enforcement offi cials, overseas fi nancial intelligence 

units, and researchers in Australia and overseas; 

a literature review; and analysis of offi cial statistics, 

including data held by AUSTRAC. These data 

provided a range of estimates, which enabled the 

derivation of a likely range of the quantum of money 

laundering in or through Australia. The results 

suggest that crime in Australia generates between 

AUD $2.8 and $6.3 billion, with a likely fi gure of 

AUD $4.5 billion. Fraud and drugs are still believed 

to be the major generators of proceeds of crime. 

This is well below the range of $14.7 to $36.7 billion 

that would equate to the IMF’s often quoted range 

of two to fi ve percent of global GDP. Also, hard to 

quantify shadow economy activities and transfer 

pricing techniques that may involve underpayment 

of tax, cannot be readily estimated and could 

increase this fi gure. 

The study found some areas for further study, 

particularly noting the need for further research 

at national levels, the need for more comprehensive 

and reliable data, and observed that there may 

be value in conducting this type of research more 

frequently than once every 10 years.

CRC 03/04–05: Preventative detention 
for ‘dangerous’ offenders in Australia: 
a critical analysis and proposals for 
policy development
Professor Bernadette McSherry, Professor Arie 
Freiberg and Associate Professor Patrick Keyzer. 
The CRC made a grant of $69,166 for this project.

The management of ‘dangerous’ offenders is 

of crucial community concern. This report focuses 

on the key debates concerning the policy and legal 

issues raised by post-sentence preventive detention. 

It analyses focus group discussions in Brisbane, 

Adelaide and Melbourne concerning three different 

management regimes for high-risk sex offenders: 

post-sentence continued detention in prison, 

indefi nite detention, and extended supervision orders 

in the community. It recommends that consideration 

be given to the new Scottish model of life-long 

restriction orders, arguing that post-sentence 

preventive detention should be seen as a last resort 

in the management of high-risk offenders.
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CRC 04/04–05: Getting the story 
in forensic interviews with child 
witnesses
Dr Pamela Snow and Professor Martine Powell, 
Monash University. The CRC made a grant of 
$32,444 for this project.

Increased rates of child abuse reporting over recent 

years have resulted in closer attention being paid to 

the interviewing techniques employed by police and 

human services staff to elicit children’s accounts 

of alleged abuse incidents. Serious and pervasive 

problems with such accounts have been identifi ed 

in the literature on investigative interviewing with 

child witnesses. This study provided empirical 

evidence of the importance of using open-ended 

interviewing techniques for child witnesses in sexual 

assault cases to assist in eliciting responses with 

so-called ‘story grammar content’, which considers 

the setting, initiating event, internal response, plan, 

attempt, direct consequences, and resolution of an 

incident when interviewing children. The research 

examined the content of 51 de-identifi ed transcripts 

of police interviews with children aged three to 

16 years (with a mean age of eight years). It was 

found that two-thirds of the 9,881 questions were 

specifi c and one-third of children’s responses 

showed ‘story grammar’ content. The two-thirds of 

specifi c questions elicited as much content as the 

one-third open-ended ones. The results showed the 

importance of eliciting ‘story grammar’ from children 

using open-ended, as opposed to specifi c, questions. 

It was concluded that current interviewing procedures 

potentially undermine the ability of children to provide 

coherent and credible reports of abusive events. 

Improving the narrative coherence of children’s 

reports of abusive events can potentially be achieved 

by increasing interviewers’ use of open-ended 

questions. Recommendations for interviewer 

training and further research were also outlined.

CRC 14/04–05: The relation between 
psychological adjustment and post-
release challenges to community 
reintegration for ex-prisoners: 
development of a multi-variable 
reintegration model
Associate Professor Joe Graffam, Ms Alison 
Shinkfi eld and Dr Stephen Mihailides. The CRC 
made a grant of $51,337 for this project.

The study examined the multiple interactive variables 

infl uencing successful reintegration of ex-prisoners, 

with a specifi c focus on the role of emotional state in 

the reintegration process. Participants were 101 adult 

prisoners who completed a questionnaire one month 

prior to their release that focused on prison-related 

variables, participant background, and anticipated 

conditions upon release. A second questionnaire was 

administered to the same participants at 1-4 weeks 

and 3-4 months post-release, focusing on the quality 

of life conditions experienced following release. As 

well, the Beck Depression Inventory (BDI-II), Beck 

Anxiety Inventory (BAI), and the State-Trait Anger 

Expression Inventory (STAXI-2) were completed at 

each interview. Results indicated that mean BDI-II 

scores and scores for state and trait anger were 

signifi cantly higher at pre-release than post-release, 

while mean anxiety scores were unchanged 

over the period under investigation. There were 

signifi cant statistical relationships between numerous 

reintegration variables and emotional state following 

release. Theoretical implications for reintegration 

theory are discussed, together with practical 

applications.
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CRC 18/04–05: An investigation into 
serious violence associated with motor 
vehicle use: is ‘road rage’ a valid or 
useful construct?
Dr Andrew Carroll and Professor James Ogloff, 
Monash University. The CRC made a grant of 
$15,785 for this project.

This study examined data from convicted offenders 

in Victoria to examine whether the perpetrators of, 

and interpersonal triggers for, violence occurring on 

the roads differ between road and non-road contexts. 

A case-control methodology was used to compare 

data from 31 cases of road violence with 31 cases 

of violence against strangers which resulted in similar 

charges but which occurred in non-road contexts. 

Information regarding perpetrators and the triggering 

incidents leading to the violence was obtained 

from prosecution legal fi les. Psychiatric contact 

information was obtained from the Victorian public 

mental health database on both cases and controls. 

There were no signifi cant differences between cases 

and controls on any demographic, criminological or 

psychiatric variables, except for ethnicity. Although a 

sizeable proportion of incidents of road violence were 

perpetrated by persons who had not previously been 

criminally violent, this proportion was not signifi cantly 

different from that found in the controls. Within the 

road violence sample, those with no prior criminal 

violence were more likely to be in employment 

than those with a past history of violent offending. 

In the road context, the triggering incident was 

most likely to be coded as an act of recklessness, 

which appeared to pose a threat to the safety of the 

other party. Off the roads, the most common trigger 

was an apparent threat to the other party’s status. 

In both contexts, the initial trigger was as likely to be 

perpetrated by the eventual victim as the offender. 

The study provides support for causal models of road 

violence that emphasise personological rather than 

environmental factors, and also has implications for 

preventative strategies. 

CRC 27/04–05: The young adult 
outcomes of childhood and 
adolescent antisocial behaviour: 
an Australian cohort 
Professor Jake Najman, Dr William Bor, 
Dr Michael O’Callaghan, Professor Gail Williams 
and Ms Tara McGee, University of Queensland. 
The CRC made a grant of $62,089 for this project.

Antisocial behaviour in young people and adults 

remains a costly and continuing problem for 

Australian society despite some decrease in recorded 

crime levels. In addition there is substantial evidence 

that antisocial behaviour in children and adolescents 

leads to a range of adverse adult outcomes from 

ongoing antisocial actions, poor mental health, 

strife laden relationship and poor employment 

histories. One model utilised to understand the 

relationship between early antisocial behaviour and 

its adult sequelae is a typological approach which 

distinguishes between groupings such as persistent, 

adolescent onset or childhood limited antisocial 

behaviour. The Mater University Study of Pregnancy 

is a longitudinal data set that followed up children 

from birth to age 21. This dataset was used to test 

the relationship between typologies and young adult 

functioning. Using the typologies described above 

the study found that while the persistent group had 

an increased risk for a range of self reported poor 

adult outcomes, the adolescent onset group also 

experienced poor adult functioning. The childhood 

limited group experienced few adult problems. 

The results suggest policy needs to be directed at 

programs to both prevent the development of the 

persistent group as well as intervene with the severe 

adolescent onset antisocial group.
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CRC 30/04–05: Schizophrenia and 
offending: area of residence and the 
impact of social disorganisation and 
disadvantage
Mr Frank Morgan, Ms Vera Morgan, Professor 
Assen Jablensky, Ms Anna Ferrante and Ms 
Guilietta Valuri, University of Western Australia. 
The CRC made a grant of $46,127 for this project.

The study investigated the correlation between 

socio-structural characteristics of postcodes and the 

prevalence of arrest, schizophrenia diagnosis and 

the joint prevalence of schizophrenia diagnosis and 

arrest. It showed that there are strong correlations 

between them, but that these indicators of social 

disorganisation are more strongly associated with 

arrest and with the joint prevalence of schizophrenia 

diagnosis and arrest than they are with schizophrenia. 

The largest increases in prevalence occur for 

postcodes in the highest quartiles of disadvantage, 

ethnic heterogeneity, residential mobility and 

inequality. However, areas of different population 

size exhibit only small differences in the prevalence 

of these crime and mental health measures.

Freedom of 
Information
This statement is provided in accordance with section 

8 of the Freedom of Information Act 1982. It refers 

to the structure of the CRC and the categories of 

documents it holds, with information as to how 

access can be made.

Categories of documents
Internal papers and records, including working • 

drafts, statistical records, copies of facsimiles, 

interagency and general correspondence, 

and policy documents and reports (including 

recommendations and decisions).

Briefi ng papers and submissions prepared for the • 

Attorney-General, ministerial correspondence and 

replies to parliamentary questions.

Scoping papers, records of consultations, • 

statistical data holdings, and publications.

Finance, establishment, personnel, recruitment, • 

staff development, offi ce services and funded 

research and consultancy fi les.

FOI Requests during 2006–07
The Council received no requests for information 

under the provisions of the Act during the year ending 

30 June 2007.

FOI requests can be made in writing to the General 

Manager, Corporate Services, Australian Institute of 

Criminology, GPO Box 2944, Canberra ACT 2601
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Appendix 1

CRC as at 30 June 2007

Jurisdiction Member & Deputy Appointed

Australian Capital Territory Member: Ms Renee Leon 18/07/06

Deputy: Mr Stephen Groggs 13/06/07

Australian Government Member: Dr Dianne Heriot 19/07/06

Deputy: Ms Joanne Blackburn 24/07/06

New South Wales Member: Mr Laurie Glanfi eld (Chair) 30/07/91

Deputy: Vacant

Northern Territory Member: Mr Richard Coates 19/09/02

Deputy: Mr Allan Van Zyl 13/04/05

Queensland Member: Mr Terry Ryan 24/05/04

Deputy: Mr Mark Pathe 26/07/04

South Australia Member: Mr Timothy Goodes 01/12/05

Deputy: Vacant

Tasmania Member: Mr Norman Reaburn 9/10/00

Deputy: Mr Peter Maloney 08/08/00

Victoria Member: Ms Penny Armytage 19/06/03

Deputy: Mr Neil Robertson 11/02/05

Western Australia Member: Vacant

Deputy: Vacant

Notes
Mr Colin Murphy attended the July CRC meeting 

and Mr Ray Warnes the November and March CRC 

meetings as observers for Western Australia this 

fi nancial year.

There was a 91 percent attendance rate by Australian 

government, state and territory representatives of the 

CRC for this fi nancial year.

The meeting held on 26 July 2006 was convened at 

the Department of Justice in Melbourne. The meeting 

held on 23 November 2006 was convened at the 

AIC in Canberra. The meeting held on 29 March 

2007 was convened at the AIC in Canberra.

At the meeting on 29 March 2007, Mr Laurie 

Glanfi eld AM was unanimously re-elected chair 

of the Council. At this meeting, the CRC confi rmed 

its decision to elect its representatives from 

South Australia, Northern Territory, Queensland 

and Western Australia as members of the Board 

of Management of the AIC.
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A
abbreviations and acronyms vi

address iii

aid 24, 29

air cargo 28

alcohol abuse 8, 20, 23, 29, 33

amphetamine-type stimulants 11, 20, 22, 26

anti-corruption 20, 27, 29, 38

antisocial behaviour 33, 34, 97, 106

armed robbery 8, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 25, 32 

asset management 13, 47, 50

Attorney-General’s Department 6, 8, 17, 20, 

24, 28, 29, 30, 32, 37, 39, 42, 43, 44, 61

Audit Committee 45, 46

Australasian Consumer Fraud Taskforce 21

Australasian Libraries in the Emergency Services 39

Australasian Police Ministers Council 26, 33 

Australasian Police Multicultural Advisory Bureau 37

Australia Day medallions 49

Australian Agency for International 

Development 24, 29

Australian and New Zealand Society 

of Criminology 37, 101

Australian Capital Territory 17, 

25, 26, 42, 97, 101, 108 

Australian Crime and Violence Prevention 

Awards 13, 33–34, 50

Australian Crime Commission 20, 33

Australian Customs Service 20, 24, 43, 61

Australian Federal Police 20, 24, 37, 43, 61
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Australian Taxation Offi ce 20
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B
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Board of Management 6, 8, 10, 35, 
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building services 13, 37, 47

bushfi re arson 17, 26, 32, 33,35, 38, 55

Bushfi re CRC 17

business, crimes against 21, 24, 26, 32, 34

C
capacity building 16, 24, 28, 32, 45

Chairman’s overview 6

Chance on Main 33

children 97, 103, 105, 106

CINCH 12, 38, 98

clandestine laboratories 20, 26, 32, 38

ComCover 47, 49

committees 37, 45, 46, 49

communications 6, 7, 29, 34, 35, 50

community attitudes 17, 18–19, 24, 26, 27, 104

community patrols 33

conferences 7, 12, 16, 23, 28, 29, 38, 43, 46, 58–60

consultancy services 10, 17, 20, 24, 34, 

43, 49, 50, 97, 98, 99, 100, 103

consumer fraud 21, 27

contacts ii, iii

corporate governance 7, 37, 42–50

Corporate Services 7, 13

corruption 20, 27, 29, 38

courts 20, 23, 24, 27, 30–31, 33, 47, 103

Crime Monitoring Program 10

crime reduction 10, 33–34, 55

Crime Reduction and Review Program 10

Criminal Justice Press 28–29

criminal justice system 6, 8, 10, 16, 17, 26, 97, 103

Criminology Research Act 1971 42, 43, 98, 100

Criminology Research Council  6, 7, 8, 96–130

 consultancies 97, 98, 100–101, 103

 council members 108

 fi nancial management 98, 110–130

 freedom of information 107

 governance 100

 research projects 12, 102–107
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Director’s update 37
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Document Working Party 37

drink spiking 25, 32

drugs 6, 7, 11, 20, 22–23, 26–27, 37, 38, 104
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 courts 27

 diversion programs 32

 law enforcement 20, 23, 25

 manufacture 20

 monitoring 11

 offenders 33

 policing 20, 23, 25

 remote communities 23

Drug use careers of offenders 26

DUMA 11, 16, 20, 22–23, 26, 32, 35, 50

E
ecologically sustainable development  48

email alerts 29

employee collective agreement 49

employment assistance 49

establishment of AIC and CRC 6

Ethics Committee 45, 101, 103
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Executive Management Committee 46

F
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Fedlink 47
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Information Services 12, 35–39

Information Technology Committee 46

insurance 49
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International Centre for the Prevention 
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International crime victimisation survey (ICVS) 27

interns 34–35
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J
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juries 102
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