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Prisoner re-entry to the community
Incarceration produces short-term reductions in crime because while in prison an offender simply
cannot commit crime in the community. A longer-term crime reduction beneﬁt is produced if those
same offenders do not re-offend after they are released. However the experience of prison is often not
a sufﬁcient deterrent against future crime, and prison statistics show that in Australia and overseas,
many ex-prisoners go on to commit new offences.
Managing a prisoner’s return to the community can positively impact upon the likelihood of their reoffending. This is because for many, the social, economic, physical and psychological problems they
confront when they leave prison can be substantial impediments to leading crime-free lives. Effective
re-entry management addresses not just the moment of re-entry, but also the times leading up to
and following release. It is best seen as a transitional process that can and should involve a range
of stakeholders beyond correctional authorities and individual offenders. This is because prisoners’
problems are complex, varied and often outside the scope of a single justice agency. Experience has
shown that managing effective re-entry initiatives can be very difﬁcult for the agencies involved.
A comprehensive publication recently produced by the United States Re-entry policy council details
principles for planning and managing prisoner re-entry. It identiﬁes the following components of the
re-entry process:
•

planning a re-entry initiative;

•

admission to a correctional facility;

•

prison-based programming;

•

making release decisions;

•

managing the key transition period;

•

community supervision; and

•

elements of effective social service systems.

The report’s structure mirrors the stages involved in implementing re-entry initiatives, from overall
program planning to actual prisoner re-entry. Policy statements are listed at each stage, and each
statement is supplemented by a description of related research, statistics, theory and/or practice,
and resulting recommendations. The report provides useful insight into prisoner re-entry issues that
may be relevant to an Australian context.
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